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Excepting Saturday
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By Don Righetti
Sentinel Staff Writer
Plans for the largest sin-
‘gle expenditure of funds in
the history of Santa Cruz
counly were unveiled at a
press conlerence this morn-
jing as Pacific Cement and
fAporegates company out-
Hincd plans for a mammoth
[expansion  and  improvement
[projeet on ifs Davenport facili-

JHies.,

[ While the company refused to
Imake a definite cost estimate of
[the projeet, they did say the im-
provements would cost 5 to 10
times the oviginal construction
of the Davenport plant ($3 mil-
lion). On this basis, the new in-
vestment would be between $15
and $30 mniillion with forecasts
the total expansion cost would
ibe above the latter figure dur-
ling the five-year period.

! Don Fultz, Chamber of Com-
merce manager, pointed out that
PCA’s project would expand the
{local  tax  Dbase substantially.
|*"I'his mmvestment will provide
local government agencies with
revenue cquivalent to three or
four new industrial plants, with-
fout the corresponding demand
jor calls for municipal service,”
ihe said.

The company already is the
highest taxpayer in the coun-
ty, outside of public utilities.

But the project won’t mean
any more local jobs, except dur-
ing the construction period. Au-
tomation is a cornerstone of the
project, and it is only through
vast expansion of the plant’s ca-
pacity that the employment lev-
cl won’t be lowered.

The plant's current capacity
of three million barrels of ce-
ment a year will be increased by
ap p}\?:(::}:?};e}la?grzc(l)fCI,?]]:\tpl0] Pacific Cement and Aggregates’ Davenpbrt plant  will
ect will be the virtual elimin- | undergo almost total change in a multi-million-dollar moderni-
ation of dust. A blanket of | zation program disclosed yesterday by company jofficials. The

dust has covered the Daven- | famous 235-foot smokestack at center left will {cease to func-
port area almost since the

plant was first constrrghed in =he v es on Pa

1906, but electrostatic precipi- :
tators, some of which are al-
ready in operation, will cut
the dust output to one-half
of gne per cent of the normalq
yolume.-~.. S L

Basically, the program ,ycar..‘

for extensive modernization a'nd1
landseaping to hide the homelier’
aspects of the:operation from;
public view.  Through automa-
tion, the physical plant will actu-
ally be smaller \t_han'the. exns.tmg3
one, "N o f“}

. One -0f the "largest sm_gle ex-
penditures will be $6 million forl ‘
a" three-mile ~covered ‘conveyor!

‘belt to bring limestone from the

'company’s’ Bonny’ Doon " quarry,

ito the plant. The’conveyor, too,!

\will ‘be/dust’ free and will be

landscaped " to.conceal it frpm;

public view. fuiiis fasiiatii ':;;1

" The’ company. applied yester-|

day to the county board of zon- S
ingadjustment. for “an amend-!' Ve
ment to,a use’permit it'secured|
in/1964. The adméndment’ cov-| {

‘ers expansion of the fi,rm’s\‘_quar. !

'ry area, éstablishment of a'shale
quarry ' ahd realignment’ of
mile of Bonny Doon road. The,
realignment’ would' remove .the‘;
quarry area from public view
from the road and would also
provide greater quarry area. .
The zoning board ‘is expected
to act on ' the  application jon
April . 14, After  granting . of]
amended permit, it is anticipatj
ed that engineering of the proj-
ect will“require some/12"to 18
months.  Construction’ bids wil;ﬁ
be let immediately after engi
neering is”completed, compan;

officials "'said.” The/ project i
'slated for completion -in ‘1972,
.** The original plant was con-
“'structed for $3 ‘million in-1906-
- when the Santa Cruz Portland
“"Cement ‘company bought “the

Santa Cruz Lime ' company.
Pacific Cement and Aggre-

company hospital at center right below Highway 1 will be
turned into a museum. An extensive landscaping program
will hide most of the operation from public view. Some of

the old buildings may be left standing as a state historical
tion, although it will remain as a navigation ghide. The old monument. (See other pictures on Page 4.)

e

[officials said. The project
@il slated for completion in 1972,
The original plant was con-
structed for $3 million in 1996
when the Santa Cruz Portland
Cement company bought the
Santa Cruz Lime company.
' Pacific Cement and Aggre-
gates acquired the company
in 1956. The latter firm be-
came a division of Lone Star |

Cement corporation in 1965.

The Davenport plant has play-
ed an historic role in the build-
ing of northern California, It
supplied materials for construe-
tion of Golden Gate Bridge, the
Bay Bridges, Panama Canal and
Grace Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco.

PCA, one of California’s pio-
neer cement producers, owns
and operates many properties
throughout northern California
and Hawaii, including 23 batch
Plants, 14 rock, sand and gravel
plants and four asphaltic con-
Crete plants in addition to an 2
8000-acre tree farm in Santa
Uz county. A
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