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for 11 overdrafted water basins, including
the Pajaro Basin.

New dams and stream diversion would
need the approval of the state Water
Resources Control Board. Water districts
and cities also would have to prove they
need the new water even though they are
conserving what they have as well as they
possibly can.

Customers would be required to pay the
full cost of water delivery. Historically,
water has been subsidized through proper-
ty taxes and federal project grants.

Prop. 13 says the water board must take
into consideration the welfare of the fis-
hes in the streams when applications for
water rights come in and it also gives all
citizens a legislative means of protesting
the water board's actions.

Prop. 13 says all water purveyors must
attempt to meet the spirit of the new 13 in
its attempts at conservation.

A member of the audience warned that
the water initiative would usurp local city

ty tax releif i and district controls over major water
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California coaStﬁdate conservation Laird pointed out that he is a locally
xcted official and therefore is sup-
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portive of local control, but he gave strong
support to the ascension of authority of
water that the initiative would  bring
about.

Laird said it parallels the coastal situa-
tion in 1978 when local authorities were
ietting the coast be lost to development
and the state had to be called in.

Whether or not the Pajaro Basin should
be one of the 11 that are listed as “over-
drafted’’ has been called into question. a
state meeting has been set in Watsonville
in October.

However, Brandlin said the regional
study — through the Association of Mon-
terey Bay Area Governments — is based
on the belief that the overdraft is con-
tinually occurring.

Plans are to pump water back into the
sandier soils at the periphery of the basin
so that it will seep into the rivers and
pools that lie underground.

She said the Pajaro riverbed wasn’t
very porous and not much water seeped

down, but that river water might be

pumped to the sandier soils to replenish
the aquifer. 1

Laird said the first cooperative effort
among north county agencies was un-
derway and that a firm would soon be

ry evening

hired to study the availablity of water and
how much will be needed in coming years
for the growing county) population.

He noted that since growth control
regulations are in place in most jurisdic-
tions, the planners will have a fairly good
idea of how much water to plan for.

Laird said that some areas will soon
need water and complained that the public
is not kept well informed by the press an
the water issue.

One means of informing the public
would be to have everyone become
familiar with a “‘water atlas” of the state,
Freyberg said.

The atlas includes ‘a state map that is
color-coded to show where the rain falls.
It falls in the north state hills and, as

- Freyberg pointed out, most of the people

and the grand farms of California are in
the dry areas of mid- and south state.

““California has one of the most amaz-
ing (water engineered) systems in the
world,” Freyberg said.

He indicated a better approach would
be to look at conservation and regulation,
today, and slow down on the aduaducts
and towering dams. :

League member Dana Thompson
moderated the meeting.




