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Old A
Santa Cruz

® @ ® By Ernest Otto

In the old days, about the sev-
enties, there -were many more
springs, streamlets, sloughs and
watersheds than today. The disap-
pearance resulted in most instances
from filling in with earth.

While the Neary lagoon still re-
mains, in name at least, a great
change has resulted in the lagoon
itself. Unless one were told, it hard-
ly could be believed that in the
old days a great body of water lay
there, surrounded in places by bul-
rushes. :

Now the water comes to an end
at the lower end of the Santa Cruz-
Davenport railroad branch.

Then the lagosn covered the en-
tire section between the two banks
above the Bay street viaduct, cov-
ering where the parking lot now is
and for some distance to the south.

An inlet and outlet was excavat-
ed through the sand rock below the
Cowell lot. This was about four feet
wide and six feet deep. Children
waded in the lagoon and small boys
used its waters for sailing their
fully rigged boats.-

The lagoon began to disappear at
this end when the Santa Cruz-Wat-
sonville railroad was constructed.
A fill was placed in the center of
the lower end with water remain-
ing on either side of it. On one
side could be found many mud tur-
tles basking in the sun on the sand
rock below what then was an oak
tree-bordered road,. the end of
Chestnut avenue. That was one of
the streets ‘leading to the beach
but it was shortened when the rail-
road yard was extended to the
Blackburn orchard on the west
side, and the Southern Pacific
warehouse and engine house were
built. .

In those days, watchers could
see great flocks of ducks light on
the broad expanse of water which
was the Neary lagoon. Great num-
bers of mallards, widgeons, spoon
bills, blue bills, fan tails, teals, but-
~ter -balls, saw bills, canvas. backs,
red heads and sprigs would land'in
water hidden by the rushes.

Sometimes g flock of wild geese
would use the Neary lagoon for -a
resting spot.

ground. Of course, most of the
birds there were mudhens, even as
now. Also there were many snipe,
and a lot of these were shot and
eaten.

There. was no law then against
| shooting within the city limits, and

from the Neary lagoon.

Hunters would be equipped with
powder and shot. Some of them
carried gun wads, but many would
use their ramrod to ram Dpaper
down if they did not have the man-
ufactured wads. ;

The hunters were proud to carry
their powder or shot in home made
hoins. They would go to a slaugh-
terhouse and select the best pos-
sible horn and scrape it carefully
and polish it brightly before using

- it. Sometimes they would ornament

ithechorns. < ..

The area was a. great hunting'

‘every day was open season for,
something, and nearly every day’
the explosions of single or double- |
barreled shotguns could be heard
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The Neary lagoon today.is a re-:"] cptm{
| fuge for wild birds and they flock | whic?
- | there as though they had knowl- | repr:
i- | edge it is an area  which offers | boar i
them protection. tains !
w Not far from the Neary lagoon leagﬂ 3
d | was the Blackburn lagoon. It was | supr 1;‘.
back of the Blackburn residence | the . [
| now standing at the foot of Syca- ikl
d | more street. It was back from the |~ T ‘1
barn and the windmill and was sur- | app |
I | rounded by willows, sycamores and | pub]{~
e | water maples, There was a large | part it
q | grove of maples at the north end | sani 1,
as Center street then was a blind 0O ir
street, coming to a stop at this | Lees H
i grove and a thicket of ‘wild black- | fice:
berries below Laurel street. cour |
n Frequently the writer went to B :
e this lagoon with friends and got | mitt
- | enjoyment out of traveling on the | of i
n | water aboard a home-made raft. | cal }
With the extension of Center | CAE.
! street, the trees went before the ‘
n | axe and the land was filled in so it | = Se
a. | DOWisa level street. iff’s,
The largest slough backed up | thei
>- | from the San Lorenzo river and | near
1. | was considerably deeper and wider. | appe;
At high tide, it was as much as | paig
n | eight feet deep. Where it began at | t ,%
i the Cliff street steps, it was the E:
deepest swimming hole along the St}
river, provided the warmest wa- | preh}
d ter, and was a favorite spot for the | one ﬁ
boys. he \13
n Another big fill was for the ex- If!
j- | tension of Laurel street to the | sued
Third street intersection. Where | foun
f- | once there was a slough bordered bacﬁ
1- | with marshes now there are motels, s@evmi
trailer courts and garages. Earth ‘B():
was brought from many sections of ovveq-
it | the city for this fill. and i
The next largest lagoon was out | time,
n | in the Potrero, another pond sur- 1
st | rounded by a marsh. It was along | . F&
the right-of-way of the Santa Cruz- | take;
Felton railroad, later known as the whej
¢~ | South Pacific Coast railroad and | cou
't now the Southern Pacific railroad. | sect
‘ It was crossed by a rather long | worl
trestle which later was replaced by Al
ﬂ a fill. This lagoon was on the well- | man
known old Imus ranch and start- | war
r | ed at tH€ end of the Mission or- | takii
chard. her
€ |  Not far from this pond, heading | shel
n | toward town, at the turn on River | Sk
; street at the entrapce to what is | Gilb
€ | now the El Rio eamp ground was | she’l
e | a clear body of water fed by | clinl
n springs just below the street. ‘
‘ There was a path through the grass T
‘h | and bushes, worn by the feet of [“frer
|| those who were thirsty, and the chai
14 banks always were green with | Wha
¥ | grass and occasional clumps of wil- | face
e lows. ‘ sing
€ | This disappeared when the trees | it /¢
e | were cut and filling took place and | Off
is | homes were built, although when gaty
the river overflowed the houses !
in | were in the path of the rising wa- | the
n .| ter cer:
“I"..In this section was the only wa-
terfall of any size in the city. It | blal
it | was one of the Tres Ojos springs | itd
| which rolled over the high bluff T‘»‘I‘?J
1- | and it made a beautiful sight as it | te
p’f poured over and splashed below |
A and finally ran through a culvert | I
i- | and into the San Lorenzo just north | pat
k‘: of the Water street bridge, ang

Just outside the iy lmmits, near”
Sycamore Flat and across the Big
Tree road to the south of Wildeat
gulch was another small lagoon. It
was surrounded by trees and tules,
but it disappeared when the road
was widened and a hill was low-
ered, the earth being used to fill
the pond. : gl

In the old days, there was an old

{ fashioned picket fence separating

the road and the pond, part of the
Cowell holdings. ; S
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