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A scaled-back environmental im-
pact report on the incorporation of
Aptos is being proposed by Pat
McCormick, executive officer of
the Santa Cruz County Local
Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO).

But the report will probably cost
several times more than the
$10,000 that incorporation propo-
nents have indicated they are will-
ing to pay for such a study. -

The report was scheduled to be
made available to LAFCO mem-
bers, incorporation proponents
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and the public this afternoon after
last-minute editing changes had
been made.

‘McCormick was hesitant this
morning to attach a price tag to
his recommendations, which will
be formally presented to the
LAFCO members at their monthly

meeting next Wednesday morning.

He did say that the scope of
work he’s recommending is less
than reports prepared for the in-
corporation movements in Ame-
rican Canyon and Windsor. Those
reports cost proponents approxi-
mately $70,000, the LAFCO execu-
tive officer said.
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Pressed to estimate the cost of
the Aptos btudy, McCormick said
“ 'omewhcre in the $25,000-$75,000
range.”

Incorporation proponents
wanted the EIR to focus only on
the fiscal impacts of Aptos break-
ing away from county rule and
setting up its own municipal gov-
ernment.

The fiscal study will be a key
portion of the study and the con-
sultant will be using fiscal data
now being compiled by the LAFCO
staff to identify environmental im-
pacts and mitigation measures re-
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sulting from the revenue loss ex-
pected by the county.

The county could lose millions of
dollars in sales and property
taxes, gas tax allocations for road
maintenance, #nd other state sub-
ventions passed on to cities and
counties.

County officials have not yet de-
livered the requested fiscal data to
LAFCO, McCormick said this
morning.

But McCormick expanded the
study to include other issues con-
sidered crucial by county officials,




