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Abortlon foe
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Sentinel staff writer '

SANTA CRUZ — Anti: abortxon
protesters earned waves, honks
and obscene gestures from motor-
ists on Soquel Drive Satutrday, as

they demonstrated in frent of the :

soon-to-be-opened Su%er Surgery
and Maternity Centel

o

Approximately 125 men, wom-*

en and children held signs: read-
ing “Sutter, the late term abor-
tion center” and “Abortion Kills
Children.” Protesters waved back
at drivers who expressed their
opinions on the protest with a
thumbs up or thumbs down, or

merely a single middle finger.. ",

“It’s a good opportunity to let

the community know what:they

will be doing inside that build-

ing,” said Lighthouse Christian’

Fellowship pastor. Mark ‘Toback
who was there with his 11 year-

old son Joshua. “At-one-end: of -

the hall they’ll be sdving préma-

ture babies and at ‘the other
they’ll be terminating them.” ;s .
Sutter officials were unavail-:

able for comment Saturday, but

according toSentinel files, spokes-’

man Bill Gleeson has said,-abor-
tion will be one of 500 procedures
offered by the center. It will oper-
ate primarily as a b1rthmg facﬂl-
t 4

Rev. Dale Wegner, pre51dent of

Voice for Life, who erganized Sat-

urday’s protest, said the absence
of abortion-rights profesters” was
intentional. The notice'ef Saur-
day’s protest went out through lo-
cal churches and not through the
media.

“We’re here to speak for those. '
who can’t speak. This 1snt a de-.

bate. The debate was ovet. .10
years ago when they determmed
it is not just a blob of tlssue
Wenger said. -

Wenger also came out Saturday
to protest what he called “Sutter-
gate,” or the center’s alleged “‘dis-
tancing” from first-trimester
abortions.

According to Sentmel ﬁles the'

center will perform :tubal hga-
tions and second-trimester ‘abor-
tions if the doctor and patient

Bill Loveioy/Sentinel

Sylvua Stuart and Davrd Lohnes were among the protesters at Sutter Health and

Maternity Center Saturday

deem it necessary. Sutter ofﬁmals ’

h_ave said first-trimester ,abor-
tions will not be preformed at the -
new. center because “those are

- typically undertaken in clinics or

doctors offices,” the files said.
But Wenger said, two years
ago, Sutter Health purchased the
Santa Cruz Medical Clinic —
which he said the anti-abortion

- group Voice for Life picketed 6
years ago for performing first-tri- .

mester abortions. .
“It’s Sutter doctors in Sutter
clinics,” Wenger s_‘a_ldr '

Women are bemg exploited by
the anti-abortion advocatesy said
*Edith Manchester, 72, one of the
{)] rotesters Saturday and a former

oice for Life president.

<% “When abortion is not an:op-
tion, women work out alterna-
" tives,™ *she said. “There is a Jot of
,;’pressure on women to have an
abortion, when they really don’t
“want to. It's wonderful for irre-
sponsible men, and.it’s the wom-

" en that must suffer ” said Man-
chester.

Monte Vlsta Chrlst1an students

e

also joined in the protest waving
“Sutter — The Late Term Baby
Killing Center” signs. Monte Vis-
ta High School freshman Emily
Chalmers, 15, said she was earn-
ing extra credlt from one of her
classes for turning out. Chalmers
was joined by other students who
each earned 100 points extra cred-
it in their economics class for
their participation.

The students said, however,
they would have come to the pro-
test even without the incentive.
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