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Thanks to the Oct. 17 earth

uake, a Moss Landing wetland
. undergoing a metamorpho-

Those, and there have been
ienty, finding their way past
arricaded Jetty Road at Moss
anding Beach .in recent
wonths have noticed' an up-
urge of wildlife activity in the
urrounding areas. There have
{50 been ecology groups
ireaming to the site which lies
djacent to Highway 1. And
were’ve been surfers come to
atch a wave, or paddle their
‘ay to the sea.

Their curiosity has been -

roused by the results of in-
reased tidal flow created from

4ow earthquake h'eviped

a road culvert that ‘collapsed

- “after’the:Pet. 17 earthquake.

While the wetland tradition-
ally has been a haven for birds
and marsh creatures, the
augmented water circulation
has introduced a wildlife situa-

tion of a magnitude not seen by

officials in recent decadeg,

“I's a real significant in-

crease in the wildlife habitat,”
said Ken Gray, manager of re-
source services for the central
coast region of the state De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation. To his recollection, an
environmental cornucopia of
this nature hasn’t existed since
the 1940s, the last-time full
tidal exghange was present at

“the site.’

In an effort to maintain i,

Gray has been compiling a re-

port, the basis for a hydrology
study the Moss Landing Ma-
rine Laboratories will turn-into. .
the state along with its ree-
ommendatxon on how, to .

“We want to deslgn a culvert
gystem to perpetuate the best
situation for wildlife in this

- area,” Gray said.

About 2,000 acres of wetlands
have been affected by the.
impacts of the rushing waters,

which flow in and out from’ -
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Monterey Peninsula discovered
a reddish egret, normally found

=! in Florida and central America,

feeding in the marsh. “It’s rare
to get one this far north,” said
Robin Roberson, past director
of the society. S

However: the  fancy Visito
northern stay was shortlived.
Last month it was found dead
by society members.

All this wetland activity has
sparked the interest of the
nearby Elkhorn Yacht Club,
whose commodore intends to
arrange for wildlife experts to
present seminars on the sub-
ject to his members.

“We're really excited about
xt,“ said Tim Clifford, adding,
“It’s the first really positive

mt;:g.vl can  Say about the
earthquake.”

DA )

Gray agrees “This is an op-
portunity to see some positive |
“benefits that happened sort of
by chance.”

-Gray hopes the $15,000 studw

can be ‘approved by:the

department of general services
right away so that recongtruc- -
tion of the road can be com- .
pleted by this summer. In ad-
dltnon to the destruction of the

sures along its route.
to that thoroughfare and to the

‘earthquake aged:, parking
lot at Zmudowski- State.,
will be funded sébarat'

‘Gray’s study. % chi .

- While the state’owns the
wetland it is managed by the
Moss. Landing Harbor District,

- 'whose officials this wedk'were
reportedly attempting ‘to

lieve the water pressure fmm
the channel and

land.

~ which reside in the silt: At hig

tide, pickle weed, the predon
inant vegetation of the maxsl

is washed and resupplied wit
" insects carried along in th
‘( water flow.

‘Algo in recent weeks, fis
have been migrating into. ti
channel ‘and' providing yet a
other source of food for ti
swarms of birds hovcrin; ov
the wetland. American avoce

black-necked stilts and san

-pipers are among the feat

-ered beneficiaries of organisn
now dwelling in the marsh.

. ‘Even exotic ' breeds ha

... been. sighted by bird watches
+ ‘Rarlier this year, members
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