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ARSON INQUIRY

SANTA CRUZ — A $500,000
fire, possibly the work of an
arsonist, all but destroyed
the Central Services Building
on the University of Califor-

nia, Santa Cruz, campus ear-
ly Thursday morning,
Arson” experts sifted

through the debris in a pre-
liminary investigation Thurs-
day afternoon but found no
evidence the fire was set, du-
thorities seid.

State firemarshals are due
here tdday to continue the in-
vestigation.

Firemen suspect arson be-
cause of the rapidity in
which the flames spread.

The blaze started in or
near Chancellor Dean E.

$500,000 I;ng Inferno
Guts Campus Building

By BOB LIGON
Mercury Staff Writer

McHenry’s office. Two cam-
pus police officers on patrol
spotted smoke coming from
the bu11d1ng about 2 a.m. and
radioed the fire department
for help. The officers said the

building was almost “totally

2

engulfed in flames’” minutes
after they went to investigate
the smoke.

Although some new student
admission records were de-
stroyed in the fire, most uni-
versity‘records in the build-
ing were found intact. They
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