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~ Counting the Winter of ‘82 Losses

By Robert Bartlett
and Gary Swan

As Northern California
slowly recovers from the most
destructive winter in record-
ed history, the awesome di-
mensions of the damage,
death and eeonomic loss
wrought by the storms are
just beginning to emerge.

The job of compiling a statisti-

cal portrait of the human and
property devastation is so stagger-
ing that the full extent of the losses
will never be known.

However, battered counties
throughout Northern California are
now closing their books on the
winter of 198182, and even the
incomplete statistics are far worse
than anticipated:

@ At least 51 people were killed
and 481 others injured.

® More than 7500 people were
left homeless by floods, mudslides,
massive snowdrifts and avalanches.

® More than 8000 homes and
1000 businesses were damaged or
destroyed.

®Ten counties were so hard-hit
they were declared federal disaster
areas.

® Damage costs throughout
Northern California, with many
areas yet to report, already are in
excess of $635 million.

The enormous economic after-
effects of the the region’s wettest
winter of the 20th century are
expected to be felt for years,
especially in California’s fertile
farmlands.

Losses to California’s $14 bil-
lion agricultural industry, by most
yardsticks the state’s biggest busi-
ness, are estimated at nearly $225

1981-1982
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These two graphs of San Francisco rainfall show why this was
no ordinary winter

million so far, and may go higher.

According to the state Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture,
damage was most widespread in the
fertile farmlands of the northern
San Joaquin and Sacramento river
valleys. Further south, a single
hailstorm on March 28 cost Fresno
County farmers $122.2 million in
lost crops, according to the county
agricultural department.

Throughout Northern Califor-
nia, water remained standing so
long in the fields that experts fear
the roots of a wide variety of
orchard species — peaches, pears,
plums, apricots, almonds and wal-
nuts, among others — may rot,
forcing farmers to go out of busi-
ness or replant. Even then, the new
trees would take several years to
reach productive maturity.

The late rainfall also prevented
planting of an entire strawberry
crop, delayed field preparation for
California’s rice and tomatoes — to-
gether, these two crops grossed

nearly $650 million last year — and
drowned much of the state’s $52
million asparagus crop, said Dan
Halvorsen, a statistician for the
state Department of Agriculture.

Public health officials say the
standing water also is expected to
produce the worst mosquito infesta-
tion since the mid-1960s, with the
possibility of an outbreak of en-
cephalitis, the so-called “sleeping
sickness.”

Forestry officials are raising a
few specters of their own, includ-
ing increased fire dangers as an
indirect result of the storms.

The state and the federal gov-
ernment’s nearly 88,000 square
miles of California forest and
brushlands are always summer fire
risks, said Jim Dykes, a fire control
officer for the Department of For-
estry in Sacramento.

But because of this winter’s
tremendous amounts of rain and
snow, he said, the state expects a
bumper crop of underbrush that by
mid-August, should be bone-dry,
perfect fuel. Depending on the
weather, between 25,600 and 32,000
of weeds and underbrush
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January 45 storm would be so

severe (6.6 inches in San Francisco
in 24 hours) and that along much of
the coast it would become a once-in-
500-year event, according to weath-
er experts Chris Phanartzis, of San
Francisco’s Clean Water Program,
and Bill Arvola, a senior meteorolo-
gist with California’s Department

of Water Resources.

Though less severe, three other
storms were similar to early Janu-
ary’s record-breaker; one just be-
fore Thanksgiving; another in the

‘middle of February, and the late

storm during the first week of
April.
There were plenty of other

record-breakers: Colder, drier
storms spawned. in the Gulf of
Alaska that left a'swath of snow on
low-lying coastal mountains and
even the valleys. Ukiah, in Mendoci-
no County, hadn’t seen snow since
1975. It snowed five times there this
winter.

But it was the wet, windy
storms cranked out of an area of
the Pacific between Hawaii and the
California coast — a weather
trough much closer to the coast
than usual — that gave the winter
its killer credentials.

These storms came in at an
angle that allowed the hills and
mountains along the coast of cen-
tral California to iwring the heavy
moisture out of them. Kentfield,
the posh community that usually
has among the highest rainfalls'in
the Bay Area because of its position
on the lower eastern slope of Mt
Tamalpais, recorded an astonishing
88 inches of rain this year, about
the norm for a tropical island.

San Francisco: had more than
37 inches, nearly twice as much as
normal and about what Seattle gets
in an average year. Other Bay Area
communities had similar experi-
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But because of this winter’s
tremendous amounts of rain and
snow, he said, the state expects a
bumper crop of underbrush that by
mid-August, should be bone-dry,
perfect fuel. Depending on the
weather, between 25,600 and 32,000
tons of weeds and underbrush
sprout each year per square mile.

“We're going to be in for a
rough summer if past experience is
any indication,” Dykes said.

Although record-shattering
rains and snowfall brought death
and destruction to the land, the sea
and the mountains from November
through April, the worst storm took
place on January 4 and 5.

During that deluge, five people
died in Marin*County, folir in San
Mateo County and 22 in Santa Cruz
County—including 10 buried alive
when much of a 1400-foot mountain
collapsed into Love Creek, a mud-
slide so vast it would cover eight
city blocks.

The Weather Service knew two
days in advance that the system
sweeping toward the Bay Area in
the first days of January was a
major one. The problem, according
to John Monteverde, a professor at
San Francisco State University who
specializes in climatology, comes in
differentiating between a large
storm carrying four inches of rain,
and a huge storm carrying 24
inches.
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Ear ly s nows T K Unseasonably cold storm drenches N&:ﬁfm
b i L+ ¥ | W First snows hit Sierra above 6000 feet -

' ¥ | 3 Seven inches of snow recorded ot Donnér Summit

B Mountain passes close unusually early #5507

B More than half-inch of roin drenches Son Francisco

B As much-as two feet of snow buries the Sierra A
B Power outage hits one-third of homes in Ukich. - i
B Much of Central Valley awash in heavy rain” "

NOVEMBER 13-16 . 5 :
B Hurricane-force winds batter North Coast :
B Traffic paralyzed in Shasta, Siskiyou and Trinity -
B More than five inches of rain in Reddi § Sy
B Day-long power outage paralyzes Forrf'%mqg L

M Roads closed in Modoc, Lagsen and Plumas counties
M Flood damages 20 homes in Shasta County
B 90-mph winds on Mt. Tamalpais in Marin County =~
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DECEMBER 19-20 .- o AT S
B Flooding hits parts 6f Marin County, Russion River - . -, :
M Slides close highways near Lake Tahoe, Leggett, Eureka
B Bridge over Mad River in Humboldt County washed away
B Floods close roads in Mendocino, El Dorado counties
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DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 1 . i

B Snow on hills in San Francisco, Ockland dnd Berkeley

B Hail in Crescent City, Shelter Cove and Eureka

B 60-mph winds and snow hit Siskiyous and the Sierra

» @ Washout delays Amtrak’s Coast Daylight passsenger train
B Snow closes highways in four counties
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JANUARY 4.5 B ‘

B Love Creek mudslide kills 22 in Santa Cruz County ..
B Eight die in Marin, San Mateo counties . | . .. ‘
B Marin slide partially blocks Golden Gate Bridge -

B San Francisco gets 6.6 inches of rain in 24 hours .,

M Snow closes Highways 50 and 80 over the Sierra - -
‘M Storm isolates Pescadero, Bodéga Bay and Inverness
M Five counties declared disaster areas -/ ey
B Storm forces evacuation of thousands in Bay Area

Ar JANUARY 19-20
SR B A foot of snow hits Mt. Hamilton near San Jose
G, 3 , B Heavy snow on hills of San Mateo, Santa Cruz counties
& 5 E B Most schools in Mendocino County closed by weather
3 j Sy . B Chains required on all roads in far-northern California

e E
l’ BS ‘B FEBRUARY 13-16 : ] i
ds des : B Poison oak infestations spred by flood waters
B Slide reduces Highway 101 above Willits to one lane
B Russian River flood closes Highway 175 ... .
. M Highway 36 in Tehama County closed for 12 hours
B Mudslides in San Mateo County 2

I FEBRUARY. 27-MARCH 1
B Heavy rains from San Francisco to Eureka

B High winds batter Central Volley
Ml Strong winds, rain hit Redding

MARCH 16-18 PRS0 T
B San Joaquin Valley hit by freeze < 7§ ¥
e Tl ‘ B Snow on Mt. Tamalpais and Mt. Hamilton | :

JE ' g K B Hail and thunderstorms hit Sacramento areg
B S5 ¢ B High winds sweep much of Northern California
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s B Hoil couses millions in form domage in ol valley
over Sierra partially closed for threq days
More than 500 San Jose troiler park residents evacuated
ighway 44 in Shasta, Lassen Counties closed by snow
meml«»«w
closes roads in Tehoma, Plumas counties
APRIL 9-10 X, i it
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18 Highwoy 50 eastbound over Sierra closed hours
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