EARTHQUAKE

THe-'Northern California
earthquake of Oct. 17, 1989,
wreaked havoc in nearly every
community it rumbled through,
but one environmental geologist
maintains it may have produced

some beneficial effects in this
time of drought: more water.

In Santa Clara County, stream

flow for Steven’s Creek increased-

by 50 percent, and in Santa Cruz
County, Wilder Creek also dou-

bled its flow, according to Robert

Curry, who is with the Environ-
mental Studies Board at UC-
Santa Cruz,

Now, Curry has begun a muy'
to determine if the earthquake
lnemled the flow of water in

s' and..streams throughout
jion affected by the earth-

“We want to demons,tute

 where the extra water is co

from and what it means for the

‘future of the regional
groundwater supplies,” Cw
said. !

Geologists have noted in-

the phenomenon. Curry’s study is
a one-year program funded by
the United States Geological
Survey, to note water changes in
the areas effected by the quake.

Curry is hoping to receive

people’s observations about

changes in water-well levels, and
spring and stream flows before or
after the earthquake; data on
rainfall in rural areas since the
earthquake; and samples of water
or beverages made with water

act source of water is known.

While he wants specific infor-
mation, Curry also wants to hear

from people with casual observa-

tions.
“If anybody has any ice cubes

or lemonade left over from before’

the earthquake, I'll take that too,”
Curry said.
Water used from wells

‘the quake may show a dlffmt
‘mineral content than water tuef
‘the q ke, he saxd. P o

‘wofm

sed water flows after earth-
tes but have never studied

- the earthquake, if the ex-

:«the earthquake
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from,” said Curry.

- Teddy Morse, spokeswoman for
the Santa Clara Valley Water
District, said that some stream
flows have increased, but the
amount is “msxgmﬁcant” as far
as the drought is concerned.
Steven’s Creek Reservoir
gained 6 acre-feet of water more
than normal because of stream
flow increases, said Morse. The
;ség'tewqir holds almost 4,000 acre-
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