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May Have To Ration Water This !

Summer Unless Rainfall Increases

By Betty Wixcey

“We have to do something and do it very soon; something
expedient and something we can afford.” :

So Gity Water €ommissioner Fred J. Morris summed up
the commission’s feeling after a joint meeting with the city
council to hear Water Superintendent Weston Webber analyze
a recently issued report from the state division of water re-

nd water

counties.

Pointing out that there must
be a much more detailed investi-
gation of any project before
moving ahead, Webber suggest-
ed further study of three of the
projects. described in the state
report.- as possible solutions to
the city’s water problems.

Urgency of taking some meas-
wure soon to building up the city’s
supply to meet summer peak de-
mands in dry years was brought
out in Webber’s remark, “If the
present pattern of low rainfall
continues through the spring
months, it is very likely that wa-
ter rationing will be required

. in Santa Cruz next summer.”

The city water superintendent
distributed a report supplerffénting
that of the state agency, by cover-
ing means necessary to treat and
distribute water from the possible
projects to develop water for city
use, described in the state docu-
ment.

Webber® gave this rundown on

eosts and adyantages of the three |/

rojects he beliéves should have

“ - further consideration:

Construction of a dam at Doyle
gulch and pipeline delivery of wa-
ter to the present city water treat-
ment plant in the summer months.

Capital cost, including construc-
tion of the project and water treat-
ment plant improvements, $2,189,-
300; total fixed annual cost, $96,-
598; additional annual cost, 123,
489. A rate increase of 20 to 25 per
cent would be required to pay the
additional annual cost.

“Flood waters stored in Doyle
gulch reservoir would belong 1o
the city. There would be no prob-
lem of releasing water for down-
stream water rights. Storage in the
reservoir would afford a certain

.amount of natural purification,
though treatment would still be re-
quired due to turbidity, tastes and
odors caused by algae growths.

“Doyle gulch reservoir would
provide an estimated safe seasonal
yield of 6500 acre-feet which prob-
ably would suffice until 1980 when
the mext project should be con-
sidered.”

Then, Webber continued, either

the Glenwood or Upper SoqueL/"m‘tI am going to take the case

project outlined in the state.re-
port could be constructed and the
water delivered to Doyle gulch res-
ervoir by gravity flow pipeline.

Construction of a dam at Zay-
ante and stream bed delivery to
the present treatment plant—Capi-
tal cost, including construction of
the dam and reservoir and water
treatment plant improvements,
$1599,400; fixed annual cost, $70,-
577; additional annual cost, $84,-
518. To pay the additional annual
cost would require a rate increase
of 10 to 15 per cent.

“Zayante reservoir would pro-
vide an estimated safe seasonal
yield, of 3900 acre-feet. With the
addifional water from other tribu-
taries of the San Lorenzo river,
this amount of water would prob-
ably suffice until 1989 when the
next- project would have to be
considered.”

After that, Webber suggested,
the Bear creek project or Water-

man Switch dam could be con-'

structed.

Flood water, stored in the reser-
voirs would be water belonging to
the city, he continued, adding re-
leases of water during the summer
months would introduce a dilution
factor, reducing the pollution of
the river.

In improvement of the water
treatmeat plant, he recommended
construction of the first three

_stages of the plan outlined in the

“Brown and Caldwell report, with
Medeat tivg stages paid for out of
revenue as Imoney. becashe avail-
abg:.
onstruction‘of a dam on Lasu
creek, blow the present ir také1 (1’102211'
Bald Meuntain school, allong with
San Lorenza river treat v
improvements — Capita§j ¢
cluding the dan angd reskr
guna ereek treatment §
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|line on Laguna creek. Water treat-

in- | bonds to finance it would throw

improvements, $1,451,000; fixed
annual cost, $93,160; additional an-
nual cost, $73,160. A rate increase
of about 10 per cent would be re-
quired to pay the additional annual
cost. !
“Bald Mountain school reservoir
would have an estimated safe sea-|
sonal yield of 1800 acre-feet. Wa- |
ter from this reservoir could be
delivered into the present pipe-

ment would be required before this
water could be delivered to the
city. Water from the San Lorenzo
would still be required.”

With a treatment plant with a
capacity of four million gallons
per day built near the junction with
the pipe line from Liddell Spring,
possibly a slow sand filtration plant, |
the project would furnish additional
water in sufficient quantity to
about 1965, he reported. The next
project to be undertaken under this |
plan would be Zayante dam and
reseryoir,

Affer hearing Webber's report,
Couricilman Robert Burton express-|
ed belief the proposals involving
use of San Lorenzo river water
“would meet serious objections
from many people.

“Many have decided they are not
going to drink out of the San Lor-
enzo river any more,” Burton assert-
ed. Conceding he represented a
minonity in objecting to San Loren-
70 river water, Burton outlined a
proposal of his own for bringing
water from the east and west
branches of the Soquel juncture by
gravity into the proposed Doyle
reservoir or to go into Big Creek
to bring Mill and Big Creek water
down. ;

“T am trying to find a way out
of the San Lorenzo river,” Burton
said. “I am trying to get away from
running water down a gutter. You
can treat it so it can't kill you, but
I'm after good water.”

Morris, pointing to the reports
from the state and city water de-
partments, told Burton, “It is hard
to throw out conclusions based on
years of work by recognized au-
thorities on_the opinion of a lay-

to the people,” Burton fired back.
“Many experts have given us dif-
ferent plans. We are suffering
from experts now.” o

Commigsioner Bert 'Snyder Jr.
declared, “The water commission
is trying to get the best water we
can for the city. We have to con-
sider the price. If we can get water
from the San Lorenzo treated to
meet health department standards,
1 don’t see why we shouldn’t get
the same water at less cost.”

“It resolves itself into a mat-
ter of dollars and cents,” Coun -
cilman George Penniman agreed.

Snyder and Mayor Clifford Dysle
expressed belief development from
Scotts Creek would be ideal “if
we could afford it.” D

) Webber told the joint meeting
it probably would be necessary
to form a water district to handle | ¢
a project the size of the Scotts |3
Creek proposal outlined in the
state report.

_ City manager Robert Klein ques-
tioned necessity for a project of
that scope, pointing out, “We are
merely trying to provide enough
water to meet our needs in a dry
year.” Surplus water at high cost
of development would be an ex-
travagance, he explained,

Financing the proposals for any
of the projects under .considera-
tion discussed last night included
issuance of revenue bonds, forma-
tion of a water district or entering
into a contract with other water
systems to wholesale water.

“The whole thing is, the people’s
ability to pay for water or any- |
thing else is limited,” Klein assert- |
ed. “Any project you pick should
be for a minimum amount.”

Klein pointed out that revenue

taking in a broader tax

city water system users should
shave the cost, he observed, add
ing that way the cost would bd
paid by double the population in:
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