Canlis defeats Ruiz in DA |;ce
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The contentious race for dis-
trict attorney came to an end last
night when Kate Canlis edged out
incumbent District Attorney Ron
Ruiz.

The unofficial results put Can-
lis on top with 42,390 votes or 50.8
percent of the vote to Ruiz’s 40,703
votes or 48.8 percent of the vote.

The results are unofficial as the
absentee ballots and provisional
ballots — totaling 16,000 — have
yet to be counted.

On Wednesday morning, a tired
but ecstati¢: Canlis spdke of her
win.

“Well I'm really gratified, espe-
cially for all the people that
worked hard for me,” Canlis said.
“We're tickled,” she added.
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In the March primary, Canlis re-
ceived 43.4 percent of the vote to
Ruiz’s 42.4 percent. :

Throughout the year, the DA’s
race was seen as the most heated
and most publicized of all the rac-
es. Canlis, who previously worked
under former District Attorney Art
Danner as chief deputy district at-

torney, criticized Ruiz — a former
defense attorney — for his lack of

rience.
eXIganlls said she thought that
Ruiz’s negative campaign may have
worked against him.

“I don’t think it helped him. I
think people look at temperament
when voting for a prosecutor,” said
Canlis.

Canlis said her prosecutor expe-
rience and tough stance on crime
made her qualified for district attor-
ney. Ruiz contended that he was
also tough on crime and had the en-
dorsement of several county police
chiefs.

Canlis said the money spent on
her campaign was done very care-
fully.

“We put money into voter con-
tact,” said Canlis.

Canlis spent about $90,000. to-
wards her campaign to Ruiz’s
$206,000.

the Canlis headquarters Tuesday
night anxiously awaiting the out-
come, the results slowly started to
trickle in in Canlis’ favor. Late last
night Canlis had almost 51 percent
to Ruiz’s 49 percent.

Canlis cautioned against declar-
ing absolute victory because of the
absentee ballots not yet counted,
but noted she was very strong in
the initial counts and was confi-
dent that the remaining absentees
would be in her favor.

Ruiz also warned of premature
victory.

“Well, it’s not final. We don’t
know until it’s counted,” said Ruiz.

Ruiz said that he is happy with
the way his campaign was run and
complimented his rival.

“We had a very good campaign

-J}
and had good supporters Obv10us—
ly, she ran a good campaign also.”

Ruiz said the deciding factor
may have been Canlis’ decision to
run TV ads a couple of weeks be-
fore election night. Ruiz believes
he may have waited too late to run
his TV advertisements, which be-
gan running over the weekend. The
decision was primarily a financial
one, Ruiz said.

Canlis said the win didn’t nec-
essarily come unexpectedly and
said she was very satisfied with the
way her campaign was run
throughout the year. Q

“If you would have asked me a
year ago I would have been sur-
prised. I came in first in the prima-
ry and got really good results when
we phone banked and when we
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Kate Canlis (center) gets plenty of congratulations Tuesday

evening at her campaign headquarters in Live Oak as votes
start to roll in in her favor.




