trlcts ‘the salet. of bulk
on a. standby Dasis, an
offer stlll is valid.

people have said this: -
kmd of « scheme wher

w1th..‘\3)ater, he observed Santa
Cruz *has effered “Scotts Valley

of our bourndaries.”

and Santa Cruz

Hardl

be carrled out
: “Theres 10 way thls

on’t|said. .

and appears a 10g1cal extensmn Clal advantage and maybe it
would be a liability if we were;
Capitola submitted a plan tolto ‘do all the things that are
expand . to the west, annexing|needed in the area and that
_|that - portion” of Live Oak up|people would expect if it were
to  Rodeo Gulch and leaving alto become: part of’ the city.”

large portion of Live Oak unin-| In any event, Koester thinks
corporated between the gulch Santa Cruz won’t attempt to

'push annexatgon in Live Oak

Would Santa Cruz consider an-|in. the near future. “I think|
nexmg to the east. only as far|our ‘attitude will ‘be, if this (in-
as’ Rodeo Gulch, ledving the cor‘poratlon as a: separate city)
rich 4Ist Avenue stmp to Cap1— is what they want fo do, that’s
tola? :

their choice.”

~ |Santa Cruz would be the whole|will have to make the decisions
n belarea to 41st Avenue,” Koester|on the ultimate boundaries on
“Without that, annexatlon the basis of how the people|

. . - He added, “It’s. really in the
dn-| . “The only thing that would hands of LAFC now. If the in-
( make Live Oak feasible —for|corporation election fails, LAFC

and effectxvely be served

cluded. “It’ may sometzmes have

“The City of Santa Cruz- haswabused that position, and people

submitted its case; mnow

their . decision to make. We

;|couldn’t afford fo take the area

just to Redeo Guleh. You have]|
to balance revenues along with|

the needs:of ‘an area.’
In ‘last analysis, Koester

thmks the. dlstrust and down-

right -distaste. many mld-county

persons feel for Santa Cruz is| .
|not ‘the fault of government re-|

lationships.~ It * staited a long

time ago when the whole north|

county was v1rtua11y depenc}ent

on Santa Cruz* for good “;andv

servxces

“Santa Crui dommated theu

it’s \have never forgotten.”

ey

would be of questmnable fman- there ~can: most economlcallyv

area,” thé c1ty manager con—

laws of: Gahforma are ;ry; re-
strictive, among the me:
strictive in the country.”

*‘Legally, no- city can fox:ce
an inhabited area to join it.
There has to be consent of the |
people, and there are mgany op-
portumtles for protest before an
election.”

But the peaple of the rmd-
county aren’t talking' about-le-
galities. They think i Santa
Cruz can get control their |
vital services the icity can
charge so ‘much for them they

will be forced into cityhood to
and the. ' oppresive -costs,

For ' instance, -‘Santa  Cruz
baught Live Oak’s water sys-
tem a few. years ago and set
up. a rate schedule 35 per cent
higher than that paic ‘by Santa
Cruz residents.

~But the differenti justi—
fied, Koester claimed, pointing
out that in many cities a IVOOVI
per cent differential is charged
for out-of-city - water '

The hlgher price chatged Live

an, mvestment b people|
of Santa Cruz,” Koest;er claim-
éd. He pointed ou that Santa
Cruz  residents’ _ha bonded
themselves to improve and ex-|
tend their  water ‘system -and}|
|they carry. “the full
mvestment : .

- “He noted, too, that:
stays-in the water ‘partment
and ‘does not go t

| ] > said, “In my oplmon,‘
[this feeling of distrust is large- l
'ly based on misunderstanding
land lack of information. I 1eally
feel that in some cases there
arc a few people who might
try to expleoit this situation be-
cause of their own interests or
desires.” i

Asked who those pcop]e were, |
Koester said only, “They can
figure it out if they, want Lo]
iread between the lines.”

But it is common knowledge |
that Santa Cruz wants Live Oak
— and the 4ist Avenue business|
strip — and had embarked on
a full-fledged anncxation cam-|
paign before it was brought up!
short by an annexation freeze
on the area imposed by the
Local Agency Formation Com-|
mission. z

What about that? ;

“Qur general plan calls for|
annexation as far as 41st Ave-|
nue,” Koester said. “That’s the|
plan submitted three or four
years ago as our ultimate boun-
dary to the east. It's the area|

by Livé Oak remdentéa for water ||

served by the city watet system |
S {




