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Esplanade’s endIess pro;ect

drawing to"‘l.ose — on time

By JENNIFER KOSS q'bﬂ city also lrﬂmhaaed a pareel

STAFF WRITER

The end is in sxght for the Esplanaqei

restoration project in Capitola Village. :
The construction that’s tied up traffie,

blocked shop entrances and tested the

patience of Village visitors since October
should be completed by mid-May at the
htt?t Public Works Director Larry Perlha‘
sa

¢ think we’ve got about 10 days of work to !
ﬂo,” he said yesterday.”

Despite feelings that the project is taking
longer than expected, the contractor actu-
ally has until May 27 to finish under ‘the
terms of his contract, Perlin said. He
unwstands people’s frustration, however. -

' “After a while, after four or five months,
-you just get tired of it and you can’t walt M\‘
thepto]ect to end,” he said.

W in m

'm a steel-reinfmud mnﬂ Mﬂnm to
make waves curve back toward the ocean.

Yet to be completed are installation of
parking meters along The Esplanade, res-
triping of parking spaces, and treatment of
the sidewalks with a preservative to prevent
the aggregate rock from loosening.

Perlin said he expects the Esplamde‘

restoration to cost about $350,000, $285,000 of
which will come from a $610,000 Coastal
Cp,mwvancy grant and $65,000 from city
_remainder of the ganuena _
sﬁw to ‘Hooper’s Beach, to

%‘ hwch

still, but for prub!ems assoeiate& ‘with m
ing utilities in ‘“‘an area that’s well over m
years old.”’

¢ think the biggest problem,” Perlin M
‘“was a real lack of definitive information
insofar as the location of existing utiwﬂ
bm‘ied underground.’” #

‘Many times, wires or plpes turned up t
were not on the blueprints, he said. Then the
workers had to walt untll the a_pproprhée

P g spaces within the project area at the
‘beginning, and the count will still be 84 when
lﬂ-fﬁtripmg is done.

“My understanding is, we are not loﬁng
m parking space,” Perlin said.
~ Only eight to 10 inches of the street in front

‘of Zelda’s deck has been added to the

‘sidewalk, he said. That means there will still
‘be plenty of roomr for cars to maneuver
around someone waiting for a parking space.

~ In light of the unseasonably warm weather
‘that’s drawn bigger crowds to Capltuh

Mch at an( earher date
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