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~ 0ld St. George Hotel Slgn Lles In The Mall

'!he signs of “progress” are.
sometimes less than pleasing to
ﬁ eye, as city residents who

ked the Pacific Avenue

arden Mall may have noticed
adnesday
~ On orders from the clty, the
‘management of the St. George'
m1 removed the venerable

t Deco hotel sign and re-
laced it with a modern one.

. “It was sickening,” said Ad-!
die Petersen, business manager
“of the hotel. She said the city is.

ck out its marquee. .
* 'Owner for the past 14 years
“has been Robert Shepard of San
Francisco. Karl Uthman now.

mnhages the St. George, with a
Mear lease, according to a
clerk. ]

 after the St. George to

vt George Hotel Sign
Gives Way To ‘Progress’,

time in the 1930s. .

Problem was, the 1880-vin-
tage hotel is only entitled to a
projecting sing of 43 square:
feet, based on its street fron-.

. tage The old sign takes up 70-80: -

square feet, accordmg to Dick
Emigh, deputy zoning adminis-
trator with the city planning
department. :

Emigh said the hotel was put‘l
on notice in 1971 that it would!
have to replace its oversize'
sign. In 1973 the city attorney|
was told an injunction might be1
needed to gain compliance with:
the city sign ordinance.

The hotel management ‘was|
made aware that the sign could”
qualify for an exception based:
on historical significance
Emlgh told The Sentinel.

“No way!”’ responded Addie.
‘“There was never any sugges- .
tion made to us that the sign
could be saved, no mention of
any exception based on its his-

torical significance.”

Passers-by glanced at the old |
sign as it lay in the street, a -
victim of progress.

Addie said she and other
business people along the north
end of Pacific Avenue fought
the idea of a mall there, fearing
it would be a detriment to-
commerce. Now, she thinks the
mall is quite beautiful,

Perhaps a little less beautiful .
without the old sign. It depends
on vfour pﬁmth of vnenr. i .

After all, that’s what ﬂﬂlt
ordinance is for — beau-'

tification.




