Opening up worlds to

customers in Capitola

Quirky %y)ck’s Wpr!(cis celebrates 10 years
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; CAPITOLA — For anyone working on a school report
\ ‘about, say, Cameroon, Cambodia or Croatia, who wants
to qdd a splash of color with a country flag and perhaps
a stlckgr representing one of those places, Buck’s Worlds
in Capitola is the place to go.
Slgrl reports might also be bolstered by a coin from the
country in question. In that case, there’s a
owner Bill Buck has it. et
Perhaps National Geographic has in the past published
la s:pry afl')ollllt a topic of interest. Well, Buck has a col-
ection of that magazine dating back t ine’
o g ck to the magazine’s
In.fact, the tiny but well-appointed store is a veritable
cleaqnghouse when it comes to flags, globes, maps, and
211 t;.hmgs ggogr?phy-related, in addition to a multitude of
urios ranging from patches to.fossils to wind- -
g S to wind-up, chat
_Buck is a bit of a curiosity himself. He is an ebullient
lx;elzltlre;i (;angmtfeer with a passion for and encyclopedié
lowledage ol geography, astronomy and history, al
with any number of topics. R
He is also more than willing to share that
with customers. i Shohe
t'lgﬁs mighi(:i include discussions about why Pluto should
still be considered a planet or the symbolism behi
Philippine flag. i
Buck first pitched the idea for his store 10 years ago

See BUCK'S, page A8
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ABOVE: Bill Buck, owner of Buck’s Worlds of Capitola, shows a Croatian flag in his vast flag collection inside his 10-year-old
shop. BELOW: Buck’s Worlds features a unique inventory, including globes, masks and coins from around the world, fossils,

insect collections and gag novelty items.

B U c K’ S flag for the worlds coun-
tries, which are thought
From page 1 o to number nearly 200.
That means keeping on
hand some 2,400 mini
to dubious friends in the busi- flags, in addition to the
ness community, who told him larger ones.
to focus on just one thing, such But the effort to keep
as coins. up his inventory is worth
Dejected, 'he went home to it for Buck, who says the
his wife, who helped Buck do best thing about his busi-
just that: combining all hisinter- ness is having exactly
ests by making up the catch-all  the items his customers
word astrohistogeolography on ~ want.
the spot, a word Buck is fond That can mean a lot
of saying and which certainly to the large Croatian
describes in a nutshell the sci- community, and to the
entifically eclectic nature of the ~ sizable population of
place. people who immigrated
“Now, I do concentrate on from the Azores, many
just one thing,” he joked. of whom come in look- B . .
Perhaps the most difficult ing for flags from their home One woman came in and Talwa;f‘ anda_tsrf‘\a]l flag of ]Zien—
| thing for Buck is keeping every  countries. : wanted a three-by-five flag of mark,” he said. “I had both.




