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|Angry teachers picket trustees

By EMILIO ALVARADO
STAFF WRITER

More than 100 angry Pajaro
Valley school district teachers
showed up at last night’s board
meeting carrying picket signs,
chantmg slogans and demand-
ing a contract from the district.

The district’s nearly 900
teachers have been working
without a contract since June
1990. They did not get a raise
last year and this year’s budget
does not include a cost-of-living
adjustment: Union representa-
tives and district officials last
month reached an impasse on
contract negotiations.

The level of frustration and
anger was apparent as teachers
pounded sign handles on the
ground outside a room where
the trustees were holding a
closed session before the regu-
lar meeting, which was held at
Aptos High School.

Once the regular meeting was
in session, board members sat
quietly for nearly an hour as
teacher after teacher stepped
up to the lectern and railed
against what they thought was
the district’s insensitivity and in-
difference to the plight of the
teaching staff. The room filled
with thunderous applause after
speakers made their comments.

Last month, the trustees ex-
tended Superintendent Merrill
Grant’s contract for three years
at more than $90,000 a year.
Several teachers commented on
his contract, contrastmg it with
the board’s refusal to give simi-
lar consideration to teachers.

Watsonville adult school
teacher Frank Bardacke had a
blunt characterization not only
of the board’s treatment of
Grant’s contract renewal as op-

Superintendent Merrill Grant runs gant

room at Aptos High School last night.

posed to the impasse with the
teachers, but also of-the dispar-
ity between the superinten-
dent’s and teachers’ salaries:
“It’s an insult! That’s what gets
me »

District officials have offered
teachers a 3 percent raise for
this school year, an offer re-
jected by the union. Last year,
teachers had asked for an 8 per-
cent raise, but that request has
been consistently 1gnored by
district officials, said union of-
ficials. They sald the 'district has
not even made an offer for the

&
1990-91 school year.

As a protest, the union asked
teachers earlier this month to
“work to the rule” meanmg
teachers will not participate in
any extracurricular activities,
such as serving on school com-
mittees.

Union president Rhea DeHart
warned the board that if a con-
tract is not hammered out, last
night’s demonstratxon would not
be the last one the trustees see.

“You've only seen the tip of
the iceberg,” she said, adding

‘ Mike McCollum
let of pickets to enter board meeting

that the trustees apprently don’t
appreciate the difficulties of
teaching in the classroom. “If
you think it’s easy to teach in
this district, get in those class-
rooms yourselves.”

Earlier this month, district of-
ficials and classified (non-
teaching) workers’ union repre-
sentatives reached an agree-
ment glvmg the workers a 3
percent raise. Union members,
who had been without a con-
tract for almost a year, ratified
the contract but the trustees
have yet to approve it.




