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Rgpalrs under way at Sealiff p|e1; .

Cement ship once again will be available at close view

By MICHAEL SEVILLE
F THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN
APTOS — Construction began

‘ \,,/thxs week on the Seacliff State

nIiste-Pjaroni
Gene Gend of Associated Pacific and Marine Construction
uses a chain saw to lop off the end of a pressure-treated
plank Wednesday during a major repair job on the Seacliff
State Beach Pier.
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Beach Pier in an attempt to revamp
the pier, which has been closed for
nearly a year after enduring dev-
astating storms last winter.

Cranes, fork lifts, wood beams
and construction workers con-
verged on the pier Monday to be-
gin placing new pillars and planks
on the wharf to reinforce it for the
upcoming winter season.

“This last winter, the pier took
a big hit on several different occa-
sions,” said Jeff Barnes, a public in-
terpreter for the state parks. “It has
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Pat Williams is surrounded by winged company as he enjoys

the cool morning air Wednesday at Seacliff State Beach.
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complete, depending on the weath-
er.

“We will be using a large diesel.

hammer to drive the pillars into the
ground, but other than that, every-
thing should be pretty simple,”
Laird said. '

The Seacliff State Beach Pier is
one of the most recognizable land-
marks in all of Santa Cruz County
with a famous shipwrecked appa-

ratus stoically settled right at the
pier’s end. The S.S. Palo Alto was
built in 1917 in the San Francisco
Bay and in 1930 was brought to
Aptos where it was used as a rec-
reational tour boat before becom-

.ing planted where it stands today.

“With the repairs will come a re-
opening of the pier that will once
again allow close-up looks at the
mangled ship.

How the brown pelicans, which
currently occupy the end of the
pier due to its inaccessibility to the
public, handle the reopenmg isyet
to be known.

been closed since Nov. 8 of last
year after that first big storm beat
it up pretty badly.”

The construction company do-
ing the work is Associated Pacifi-
cand Marine Construction of Mor-
ro Bay, which has experience re-
pairing piers up and down the
coast of California.

The company will replace 32 pil-
lars, which are the round logs that
hold the pier up over the water,
along with many planks of wood
that make up the surface of the pier.

Barnes said the repair work will
take place on the first two-thirds
cf the pier; the last third was
shielded from the waves during the

storms by the ship.

“This has been a long time com-
ing, and this is going to be a good
recreational opportunity for visi-
tors to our state beach,” Barnes
said.

Funding for the repairs is com-
ing from a bond measure that was
passed by local voters well before
the state fell on financial hardship.

Stan Laird of Associated Pacif-
ic Construction said the project
was a typical job and nothing out
of the ordinary was expected. He
said he thought the project would
take approximately 60 days to
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