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Y By DON WIL$ON n’ gets food,stamps. And in Monterey Coun-' .about double those of Monterey County's, since _dent children in the families, there were 3075 3
P SISt wiriver' Yt ; T 'the' figure is only 5 per cent, it oo - ~'each county had to put up an almost identical
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o adults and 5,784 children in Santa Crug, 244

; P4 : BB BE WE G gl ] eewbsn By WA IR e e . axes but with Santa Cruz adults and 659 children in San Benilo, and 3,920":
SANTA CRUZ — Santa Cruz County, says #cni All three Central Coast countles follow aver.;y,| 3500000 from local taxes but wiy 1 1+ adults and 8,668 children in Monterey cgumy. o
County Administrator Ted Durkee,. is “a com i ages rather well in‘regar_d_ to aid to families ., ; : bty ar s PRt e
- fortable place in which to live.” : ‘With (dependent ‘children ~ & “welfare” catego

oy PO AR b Sk L P Ty ‘which appears:ito. be ‘'somewhat’ constant
He, thinks ithat, fac Mmayraccount for wha “‘throughout the state.xepWith 0.7 per cent of the .
rate and an equally high welfar e rateil iy g 0.7 per cent.of the dependent families. San Ben. -

‘County-having only. half as much population .

from which to-get the taxes.
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.On:a cost per-population basis, ‘Monterey. -
County welfare administration costs are lowest * "
of the three q‘{)u,'pti‘es,' with a figure of $2.70 per-
. person.in the county, The rate is $2.75 in San
Benito County. and $4.39 in Santa Cruz County
— the highest figure .according to population ;
but no worse thanthe others in. terms.of costs -
. per-case. ' & g £ R

f"Governm_ental’,experts" frequently._cite fhe~.

- mountains with xheir quict forests and their‘lo:
“cal communities, the ‘coastal beaches and the '
generally salubrious climates as reasons why <
an unusually high percentage of the populatior
apparently has moved to Santa Cruz Cc
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. Santa Cruz County governmént this year wil
'spend 45 per cent of its total budget on “public
.assistance,” which 'inclgdes.somq things beyond’,

the normal concept of ‘'welfare

ki tatistibscp%xgﬂecffby" the County Supervisors
‘Assn. tend 'to indicate that Santa Cruz County :
;. does have a higher ‘thap ayerage number of
| .o welfare recipients. {\;};} IRt *,
' But’~loddly'enoigh & sparsely populated
San Benito County has an even higher rate i
‘some respects. ‘And neighoring Monterey;COu
ty has a welfare rate about half of that..of:
ther Santa Cruz or. San Benito County. - 2 Tx 5
- For instance, figures show that one out of ey-
.. ery 16 people in the state (about 6 per cent) re- ¢
. ceive food 'stamps. In Santa Cruz County:the !t
- percentage is 8.3 per cent '+a not/ unexpected

lies." The level is about the"_samefin-Monteréy
County, with 1.2 per cent of the state’s popula- :
tition'and 1.0 per cent of the depéndent families. _
Rt e R NG ettt Sl Jedic
Throughout the statistics, Santa Cruz County
with its population of 149,200 has just about the -
same!number of, welfare recipients as does 2
“‘Monterey County with its population of 261,300 " :
‘and’ in_many respects has about  10°times the
- humber’of recipients as San Benito County with
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¢ Add to that the presence of. a major universi-: .
SENgan) RLERE o #w i 'ty with its'generally_ unemployed students and
* Some statistics: the number of people receiv- . you have factors which are said to contribute to *
- ing old age ’secu‘rity in Santa Cruz County is 2,-° * a high “welfare rats.’? Vil ks b it U
"% 623, in San Benito County, 330, and Monterey, ’
2,447. Blind in ‘Santa.Cruz, 126, San Benito, 12,
~and Monterey, 119. Disabled, Santa Crug, 1,514,
‘San Benito; 160, and : ;s
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" But doeén'At'i\rlonterey ‘Cvém;?tyihévg"[ irie‘éﬁr‘lyﬁiﬁe;l_:,‘ ‘
same characteristics? Why does it only have |
half the welfare caseload on a xpopulation‘ba-
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‘Families' ependent ‘children, Santa o
Cruz; 8,859 peﬁp_le'in’,’q2,989"families, San Benito, |
903 people in:267 families, Monterey,; 12,588 7.
'peo'p;e'in,s,?es families e

“In'those same families, there were 1,140 un-
employed people in Santa Cruz, 80 in San Beni-
to, and 1,261 in Montere : : il A
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¢ San Benito County does have a generally 'S?al: 1
ubrious ‘climate but is lacking, certainly, in: - -
such, things and mountain communities, coastal -’
¢ begiches and university students. Sn i Ll o

PSR

dministration of the “cate

5 goricalt.welfare programs, the counties of San-

nta . Cruz and’ Monterey find:themselves with
'\yidelydispa,‘,rngt 1 X

- figure considering the' nature of ‘the'area! But'
. in:San Benito County, 9.2:per cent’of the popu
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- /"Why then does it have as high é’welx’zire‘ rate ;- .
¢'as Santa Cruz County on a popula;;pg ratio? :
Thatis s
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omething the statistics fail to show.s
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