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~ day I applied for a job as.
ggry analyst’ at “American
Detective,” a prime-time ‘re- -
ality-based’ cop show on AM
that I've never seen. AES s
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_ing on the show — Detrait,

_SANTA CRUZ — “Yester-.

With that line, Santa Moni- -

ca free-lance writer Debra

Seagal begins her article

called “Tales From The Cut-

‘Log' B CNET | ’
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CNET commanders Ron Brooks
_and Ron Gravitt from the video-

- tape, which she reports having

~ logged on June 10, 1992.
- While monitoring a drug buy
in Santa Cruz, the agents’ atten-

- . tion is diverted to a woman.

~ According to the story, they

Who has spent time in a men’s
~ locker room might hear,
. Cooper invites the other
~ agents'to “check out” the wom-
-fn’s h@dy partsistisnoll ©5 5 )

' Brooks speculates’ about her

1s saying the following, as a pho-
rapher zooms to a close-up

ting Room Floor” in the No- shot of the officer:

vember issue of Harper's -

ine.

self as “pleased” that s’I}e has
landed a job “logging” t
for the program, produced In_

Malibu. ‘

i

" Loggers help the show’s’
producers keep track of the -
locations of choice segmet S

. of dialogue and video on each

tape, so they can be edited
mggther in more coherent,
and dramatic sequence.

ering tape from all across
United States for possible

New York, Miami, Las

- Portland ... e
- And Santa Cruz..

- June 29. 1992, detailing

“‘thirtysoimhe;l.’tlin%l Whit,;3 male
oenix hamed Michael” busted for sell-
as, Pittsburgh, Phoenix, e T RNE

- “You don’t have true domina-

e ; . tion over a woman until you spit
Initially, she describes her- on ‘em and they d on't say np’th:‘

~ing’ G
- Gravitt, according to the arti-
- cle, says he knows “a hooker

- 20 bucks.”

- Later in the artlcl eagal
writes of reviewing ‘9 1

. ter minute” of raw foo

efforts to “flip” a marijuana sus-

~ dope-dealers in exchange for pos-

o - sible leniency in his case.

The suspect is described as a
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' Seagal eventually mu» -
. signed the “beat” of logging

_ Santa Cruz. In the arti

she quotes Watsonville polict
Officer Jay Cooper,
: Please see ‘LOG’ — AS

~“In the article, Cooper is quoted

af-
on.

ro0ks’s

pect — get him to set up other '

ing pot in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains.

According to a transcript of
the discussion published in the
magazine, the suspect asks for
an attorney at least three times,
at one point saying he is “under
too much stress to make a deci-
sion like that.”

Meanwhile, Brooks continues
to remind “Michael” of the alter-
natives — asset seizure of his

house, vehicle and money, send- ‘
_ing his girlfriend to prison and

his children to Child Protective

- Services.
g;inally, after the suspect in-
‘sists on an attorney, Brooks

walks off in a huff, according to
Seagal, and says to his fellow of-
ficersie. . ‘ ,

“That’s the first white guy I
ever felt like beating the (exple-
tive, expletive) out of.”

. The writer notes: :
- “If Michael’s case becomes an
_episode of the show, Michael will

be made a part of a criminal ele-
ment that stalks backyards and
threatens children. Commander
Brooks will become a gentle, per-

suasive cop who’s keeping our
Streets safe at night.”

. In an entry in the article the
" writer dates July 1, 1992, she de-

scribes video of a car chasing,
involving the “three Santa Cruz
cops.”

The chase eventually ends

" with guns drawn, officers swear-

the drug suspects. s
“Within seconds, the suspects

are pinned to the ground and '

held immobile while cops kick
them in the stomach and the
face,” Seagal writes. “Cooper is
particularly angry because his
van has bounced into a ditch
during the pursuit. He looks
down at one of the suspects. 'You
based my car,’ he complains. ‘T

just got it painted, you (exple- -

tive).” With that he kicks the sus-
pect in the head.” 1

Eventually, the writér repa:ts

.she quits the show Oct. 19, 1992,

because she did not “feel good”
about the work, which included
viewing footage of prostitutes
getting arrested in sting opera-
tions in Las Vegas and a murder

investigation in Oregon.

Some officers and those famil-
iar with the narcotics enforce-
ment team who have read the
Harper’s article, privately called
it “inflammatory, biased” and
presenting a distorted view of
what is often difficult, dangerous
and thankless work, =~ .

1 Officially, they said “no com- -

ment” and referred reporters to -
local chiefs of police who assign

officers to the Santa Cruz Coun-

ty narcotics team and to the
state Attorney General’s Office,
which has said it will investigate
the conduct described in the sto-

ry.
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