A Little Bit Of History On Their Wingtips

With the streaks of jet light-
ning fighting our present wars,
leaving only white vapor trails
in the sky, ground people see
little of today’s aeroplanes.

But when goggled and scarfed
members of the Northern Cali-
fornia Antique Airplane associa-
tion gather in one airport, one
does not have to turn his head
very fast or raise his chin very
high to study the basic flying
machine.

More than 60 ancient aircraft
have drifted noisily into the
Watsonville airport and will be
on display today, for the con-
clusion of the first annual an-
tique air show, co-sponsored by
the Watsonville junior chamber
of commerce.

Some 2000 persons pep-
pered the airport yesterday
afternoon, opening ranks to
make way for whirring pro
pellers. :

The air pattern above the
airport resembled a migration
of soaring hawks, their ancient
wings dipping and wobbling to
the air currents, like birds re-
covering from the flu.

There is no charge to see the
planes.

The oldest is a Tommy Morse
Scout, a World War I fighter,
authentic to the machinegun
sights. It is owned by James
Nissen, 50, who manages the
. San Jose Municipal airport.

It was built between 1914
and 1915 and restored authen-
tically, according to a spokes-
man. The engine turns with
the prop.

Some other oldies include:
a 1929 Perth-Amboy Bird BK,
owned by Amelia Reid, San
Jose; a 1930 Waco RNF; a 1929
Curtis Robin, owned by Bob
Setterberg, 28; a 1929 Fleet
(tiny single seater); a 1928 Lin-
coln Page, owned by G. E. Max-
on, 43, of San Jose; a 1938 Minx
Capon; a 1946 J-3 Cub.

A 1929 Davis DIW, owned by
Clay Graves, Thousand Oaks:
1944 Stinson, owned by D.
Towse, 40, of San Jose.

A 1939 Moth, owned by W.
M. Orbeck, 34, of San Jose; a
1933 Waco, owned by James
Lynch, 43, of San Jose.

A 1927 Waco 10, owned by
Larry Stephens; a 1929 Fleet 2,
owned by George McKee, 32, of
San Jose; a 1929 Kreider-Rei-
sher 34, owned by John Reid,
34, of San Jose.

A 1929 Detroit Parks P2A,
owned by Richard Bach, 28; a
1930 Great Lakes, owned by Ole
Fahlin of Palo Alto; a 1937
Ryan. owned by Don Carter, 37,
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A Waco, built in the 1930s, uses little runway to take off.
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