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‘ ‘Activists say “The tlme KI§\ ripe” =

().

Like Rip van Winkle’s awakemng after a

20-year sleep to find the world had changed

V  dramatically, local activists- are working

hard to revive rent control after two slum-
bering decades. %

Bob Lamonica, David Silva and Linda
Lemaster joined forcesa4p combat the
climbing cost of living in Santa Cruz. They
are wrestling with issues that have stayed
out of the spotlight since City Council
member Mike Rotkin helped place rent-sta-
bilization initiatives on the '78, '79 and '82
November ballots. All of his efforts failed
to command the number of votes required
for 1mplementauon .

“Santa Cruz is ripe for rent control 8
Lamonica says, referring to the steady ero-
sion of employment wages in re]atlon to the

. cost of living. ‘
- ally every mdustry is re
. Lamonica adds. "Moreover, the
» mdustry has shown itself incapabl




