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P - her newborn child, who was delivered by Caesarean section at the old Community Hospital during the 6.9 magnitude quake.
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SANTA CRUZ — In the decade before the Loma
Prieta earthquake, Santa Cruz business owners and
political leaders were usually at odds.

Then, as now, progressives controlled City Hall,
and their slow-growth political platform didn’t exact-
ly jibe with the Chamber of Commerce agenda.

After the quake, with rubble at their feet and a
downtown in need of rebuilding, the traditional ad-
versaries formed an uneasy but necessary relation-
ship, if not an actual alliance.

Some city leaders suspended their anti-develop-
ment leanings to help devastated stores get back in
business. They fast-tracked building approvals, hired
can-do Redevelopment Director Ceil Cirillo and set
up special loan programs.

The results are obvious: a new Cooper House; a
thriving Cinema 9; spruced-up pedestrian alleys; re-

In the small operating room at
AMI Community Hospital, now
part of Dominican Hospital, new-
born Elizabeth seemingly stared
wide-eyed at the walls, where a
crack suddenly stretched from
one side of the room to the other.
Then everything turned black
when the lights went out in the
windowless room.

As soon as the shaking started, Jim
Cupples, the baby’'s father, leaped
across the room to the pediatrician who
was examining the baby, Marilyn’s first
and only. ;

“Is this all there’s going to be for this

Today's remembrances

Both events will offer a moment of silence at 5:04 p.m.
B McPherson Center for Art and History, Front
and Cooper streets in Santa Cruz: 2-5:30 p.m.
B Watsonville Community Hospital, 75 Nielson
St.: 4:30-5:30 p.m.

SANTA CRUZ — Marilyn Cup-
ples didn’t get to hold baby Eliza-
beth when she was born at 5:03
p.m., Oct. 17, 1989. :

She barely got to see her in
those first, tumultuous 20 minutes.

After two sleepless nights, three days
of on-again, off-again labor, the med-
ical staff put a sheet in front of Mari-
lyn’s face when they made the final in-
cision for an emergency C-section and
pullgd the baby out.

“They held her up and I got a chance
to see her -for a second, all wrapped
up,” Marilyn said. “I could see big,

huge, brown eyes looking around in
amazement.”

Exactly one minute later, at 5:04
p.m., the ground started to shake. Dur-
ing the next 15 seconds, much of down-
town Santa Cruz would be turned into a
pile of rubble by the Loma Prieta
earthquake, lives would be lost, bil-

- lions of dollars of damage done.

Their faith remained unshaken

Disaster helped bring St. Patrick’s parishioners closer together
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Marking the tremor’s anniversary to-
day with a celebration beginning at 3

their generosity.”
Like a ruined man who rebuilds his

WATSONVILLE — For 125 years, St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church stood
like a sentinel at Watsonville’s northern
gateway, the spiritual home to four gen-
erations of Catholics who communed in a
deep faith even though they were divid-
ed by many languages.

When the Loma Prieta earthquake
shook St. Patrick’s to its foundation,
parishioners trembled as deeply. The
rubble reflected their own lives, and
they prayed to God to renovate their spir-
its. When the church was rebuilt in 1994,
they felt resurrected, too.

p.m. in the church parking lot, parish-
ioners will burn the mortgage of the $4.3
million debt they took on to pay for the
renovation. That, too, is a liberation as
much spiritual as temporal.

“Free at last!” cried former Mayor Ann
Soldo, a lifelong member and part of the
initial effort to rebuild.

. “It shows their faith and commitment
to build and pay for (the church) again,”
said Monsignor D. Declan Murphy, a
priest at St. Patrick’s for 17 years and
now vicar general of the Monterey Dio-
cese. “It was quite a big project, but Wat-
sonville people were always known for

life, the church from the outside looks
like its 1903 English Gothic original. But
structurally, it is reinforced with steel
and a new sense of divine priorities.

“If an angel had come and said, ‘The
church will be rebuilt in a day and it will
all be free,” I'd have said, ‘Yeah!’ ” said
the Rev. Michael Miller, 53. He arrived
nine months before the disaster and
guided the congregation through recon-
struction. :

Despite the anguish, Miller, now at Sa-
cred Heart in Salinas, feels thankful for

Please see ST. PATRICK'S — BACK PAGE

Parishioners leave Mass last week at St. Patrick’s, in contrast to the wrecked and deserted church in 1989.
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