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Arson
Probe
In Fire

Fire broke out Sunday at The
Ferrari Florist Shop at 1222
Pacific Avenue Garden Mall,
with the blaze doing at least
$35,000 damage, according to an
estimate by the Santa Cruz Fire
Department.

Meanwhile, police classified
the incident as arson, although
nobody has been arrested for
starting the fire.

A fire department spokes-
man said that firemen were
met by a wall of flames' when
they arrived at the scene Sun-
day shortly before §:20 p.m.
Two vans and the carport they
were completely involved 'in
flames when firemen arrived.

By the time firemen first
surveyed the situation, the fire
had penefrated the walls 2nd

- extended lo the attic and roof

. ‘This made the fire very dif-
ficult to control,” the spokes-
man said. "It required 28 men
and about three hours to ext.
inguish the fire.”

The fire apparently began
near the two delivery vans and
Spread to a storage area con-
taining * combustible pine
needles and other floral sup- TOL
plies. :

The building, an old structure clarin
once used by the Elk’s Lodge as ;nay
a meeting hall, is still finished f’ e
in natural hardwood and was S attes
not extensively damaged by the Por
fire. strike

Nevertheless, the fire dam- |, tI{a
age was set at about $35,000, ;S #
and smoke damage also wag ‘ure
major. Stan [

While the Santa Cruz firemen fr(‘)‘qll‘h

fought the blaze, off-duty per- Us '
sonnel and firemen from the hildre
Live Oak Fire Department Childre
were called to the empty SC grtinwd
firehouse to be ready in case Il,n o
another fire broke out some. VSe%f
where in town. While firemen vy
fought the Ferrari fire, two geoge
 other alarms sounded but A‘m ay
neither incident was serious. I mlfr }tc

The florist shop sponsors a hy dm
Christmas preview show each Ce? s
year, although the owner of the OTC;I'
shop, David Ferrari, was not et ’
available for comment today as recéea
to whether there will be a show 3lned i: i

this year. fowa

Santa Cruz firemen worked Sunday night to put out Ferrari Florist shop fire.




