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OME SCQTTS Valley res-

idents became alarmed in

1961 when the city of
Santa Cruz filed to annex Sky-
park Airport. They worried
even more when a big cemetery
was propqsed in the center of
the valley:”

The Scotts Valley Property
Owners Association filed a 32-
signature petition to make
Scotts Valley a city, which halt-
ed the Skypark annexation. The
association’s goal of cityhood
was local control to preserve
the valley’s natural setting, his-
toric and resort amenities.

Otherwise, members feared
Santa Cruz would eventually
annex the whole valley and
lead to urban sprawl. The asso-
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ciation felt a Scotts Valley city
could be run without local taxes
“indefinitely . . . provided we
keep expendltures down and
don’t demand luxuries.”
Opposition to cityhood was
spearheaded by the Scotts Val-
ley Improvement Association,
headed by Charles Maire. Malre
said the valley couldn’t be an-
nexed to Santa Cruz without a
vote of valley residents. He
questioned if there was an eco-
nomic base because the market
at Camp Evers was all that
passed for a downtown at the

~ Yet they continued to campaign'” ‘
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time. “To say we should incor-5H
porate to keep the area rural is' W
a choice bit of double talk,” he /' %
said. “A rural area is arural " i
area, not an incorporated city.”” o n:l
’ The community of Pasatiem-""
po was part of the Scotts Valley ,JX
school district, but vowed to ..o
pull out if cityhood passed. A 20
number of valley residents :
asked to be taken out of the
proposed city limits, which
were whittled down from 10 »al
miles to 3% miles. .

Once removed from the pro-« «
posed city limits, many oppo- 1
nents had excluded themselves !‘F
from the cityhood vote in 1964,
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against cityhood, fearing their . U/}
property would be annexed i
next. 'fﬂ

The city was incorporated b
only 25 votes (327 to 302). Op- e
ponents contested the election. .. ol
in Superior Court and lost. But,;;,
during the year’s delay, Santa ""’
Cruz annexed Skypark for its 'Y
own municipal airport. County e o

See HISTORY, Page 4B.+-
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In 1921, “downtown' Scotts Valley consisted about the same 40 years later when the battle

mainly of Camp Evers market and cabins. It was

began to incorporate the area into cityhood.

Alpine ambiance gives way to suburbia
dooming Scotts Valley dream of tourists
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supervisors said Scotts Valley
didn’t meet minimum cityhood
standards, and wouldn’t allow
expansion without basic servic-
es.

Incorporation came Aug. 2,
1966, celebrated yearly with
the Scotts Valley Days history
festival.

In 1967, tl}e city traded some
property forfa farmhouse on
five acres, which became city
hall. “It may be rustic,” then-
Mayor Bill Graham said, ‘‘but
we're not stuck with a blg mort-
gage, like the new county
(courthouse).” He assured
doubters that Scotts Valley vot-
ed for property owner’s rights,
and didn’t want *big city de-
partments’ using ordinances
like clubs.

Yet the first big issue the city
faced was when the 1949 Com-
munity Club in the landmark
Iﬁ'apwell Barn became the
county’s first discotheque in
1963. Conservative neighbors
called it Satan’s den, whose
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lighting effects *‘simulated a
drug trip,” attracting “beat-
niks,”” and bands such as those
of Janis Joplin, Country Joe Mc-
Donald and Led Zepplin.

In 1967, the city said that its
use as a community center was
illegal and refused to issue a
permit in the protracted dis-
pute. “The (issue) was . . .
whether we (had) valid zoning
laws,” Friend Stone, the first
city manager, explained.

In the meantime, city devel-
opment goals were mapped out.
To avoid becoming a bedroom

community, the flat land would
be developed in retail and non-
polluting light industry, and the
hillsides reserved for residen-
tial use. Architecture would re-
flect the historic and alpine
characteristics of the valley, es-
pecially in the tourist ameni-
ties. Proximity to the Universi-
ty of California made schools
desirable.

By the late 1970s, some com-
plained that Scotts Valley was
supposed to become the Aspen
Valley of the coast, not “Daly-
City- m-the-Redwoods ” Yet al-
pine ambiance was giving way
to roadside suburbia. High-den-
sity development, skyscrapers
and a 20-square-mile expansion
zone were officially recom-
mended as future goals. By the
1980s, all major tourist attrac-
tions had closed, and two pro-
posed alpine resorts by Noor
Billawala were never built.

Today Scotts Valley is five
square miles, and has obtained
Skypark Airport for develop-
ment.




