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But almost from the moment.
he was seated, Mahaney be-
came the storm center of con-
‘troversy. Liberals who were
then seeking to block construc-
tion of a convention center at
Lighthouse Field were quick to
say the council vacancy taken
by Mahaney should have been
tilled through a special elec-
tion.

Not too long atterward,
-Mahaney was denouced by the
liberals when he voted with the
so-called conservative bloc to
deteat a proposal for a referen-
dum election to determine if
bonds for the convention center
should be sold. That vote was
the first of numerous 4-3 de-
-cisions to be swung one way or
the other by Mahaney.

But although he was special-
ly earmarked for defeat at the
1975 elections by the same lib-
eral opponents, Mahaney
romped to an easy win and an
election to a tour-year term of
his own.

In 1979, although he opposed
such popular, vote winning'is-
sues as Measure 0, the so-called
Greenbelt Initiative, Ma.haney
won again.

In both elections, Mahaney.

supported not only his own posi-
tions but the records of the City
Councils he has served with.
till says of each City
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as the Bicentennial Year mayor
he supported the Town Clock
project, dedicated it on July 4,
saluted Robert Darrow and all
the citizens who volunteered
hundreds of hours of time to
complete the project. He also
got behind etforts to pay off the
costs, and at this time the
project is all but debt-free, ac-
cording to Robert Shepherd,
Santa Cruz tinance director.

! Mahaney’s wife, Billie, in-
cidentally, headed a commlttee

to help make the city’s Bicen- -

tennial celebration a success.

Next came the years ot rent
control proposals, |

A’ little-remembered mgh-
light of the celebration was was
the encasement of a Time
Capsule in the Town Clock
edifice, complete with a

“passbook for a $25 savings ac-

count with County Bank of San-
ta Cruz. It was estimated that

~ at the interest rates then pre: -

vailing, the account would be

worth $3,721.78 in the year 2076.
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rewriting, was finally al
to guide city develop
the year 1990,

In, the same mayorak
that'is to end March 25, t
Council also adopted a gr
management program ‘m

Greenbelt Initiative
same election that
Mahaney his second full term
the council. :
Mahaney is a physicianand a
partner in the Santa Cruz Medi-
cal Clinic, which is soon to
move into new offices on

‘Avenue. He claimed recently

with a grin that he does:
earn a living for his fani
he denies with another grin that
he has further political ambi-
tions.

But there were efforts
him to run for Third Dis
Supervisor in the last st
visorial €lection, and there
some political workers a
cranking up to persuade
run ‘‘on an outstanding rec
the next time the post is w-&r_--
grabs. 2

Mahaney - told The Set
recently that it is the tot
Council that sets the policy
the city and that it is the ta
City Council, always,
should get credlt for the
things that have happ
the city since he first be
serve it back in-1973. :
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