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WATSONVILLE — Watson-
ville opened the doors last week
to its first animal shelter, thanks
to the generosity of a former res-
ident who left $300,000 to take
care of pets within the city lim-
its.
Gabrielle Olive Vierra left the
bequest to the city of Watsonville
to use solely for the purpose of
establishing an animal shelter.
Vierra was a resident here for
many years, later moving to
France. After her death, her attor-
ney informed city officials that
Vierra had left the money to the
city for the benefit of lost or un-

‘wanted pets.

Established as a non-profit
agency, Humane Animal Care
Services is housed in a 3,000
square-foot building designed and
contracted by Bill Meade. Meade,
who is known for his technical
expertise and dedication toa “no-
kill” policy, was hired by the city
to build the facility and hire the
staff. The shelter will house up to

A pair of fragile kittens and a
friendly red dog who'd rather
be on the other side of the
bars are among the animals
being sheltered by Humane
Animal Care Services ... and
awaiting a new owner to take
care of them.

40 to 45 pets.

The final cost of the building
upon completion was $400,000. The
extra $100,000 needed to finish the
building was provided by the city
through collections on public facil-
ities impact fees, said Eric Frost,

and Richard Teixeira (right) bose with Bill Meade,
ilding with a few of the lost d

Animal shelter has ‘no-kill

administrative services director for
the city.

The operating costs, Frost said,
will be paid out of the city’s general
fund and will not exceed $150,000
per year. Within that budget will be
operating costs of one vehicle and

Tarmo Hannula

vice president of Humane Animal
ogs that have been recovered and
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policy

The Humane Animal Care
Services shelter, located at
580 Airport Blvd.,
Watsonville, is open
Monday through Saturday
from 11 a.m.to 5 p.m,,
‘with extended hours on
Tuesday and Thursday
until 7 p.m. For
information on
volunteering, adoption
policies or searching for a
lost pet, call 728-6078.
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a paid staff of three full-time em-
ployees.

The shelter has been operat-
ing since last week and has
scheduled a grand opening for
Aug. 23. The public is invited to
inspect the facilities then from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Volunteers will be making up
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a large part of the staff, and will be
used in three different areas, said
Meade.

@ Working with the animals —
brushing, exercising or just plain
socializing with them.

B Marketing the shelter to cre-
ate adoption programs for the pets.

W Working on free dog and cat
licensing program campaigns to re-
duce the chances of owners losing
their pets.

Because of Meade'’s philosophy
and the desire of the city council
members, HACC is taking a new
approach to animal sheltering. It
will have a no-euthanasia philoso-
phy. Its goal is to place animals,
rather than put half or more of its
animal population to sleep as oc-
curs at other shelters.

Meade said that traditionally, the
way to control animal overpopula-
tiop was to kill them.

“Oftentimes a shelter becomes a
slaughterhouse for pets,” said
Meade. “Residents use them as a
dumping ground for animals.”

In the last 30 years, efforts have
been made by animal shelters to
lower those percentages. After
spaying and neutering programs

were put into operation, Meade
said, the pet animal population was
lowered to the point where not kill-
ing the animals has become a via-
ble option for more shelters.

For an example, Meade said that
one of the two San Francisco SPCA
shelters has a “no-kill” policy. How-
ever, he said, after using every
means to adopt the pets out, they
can still use the other facility to put
the unwanted pets to sleep.

The Watsonville shelter does not
have the means to euthanize ani-
mals, said Meade. When there is a
situation where a pet is hurt, has a
bad disposition or can not be adopt-
ed out, veterinarians will be used to
put them to sleep painlessly. Meade
estimates this will be 5 percent of
the pet population at the shelter,

Meade said that because of the
policy to maximize adoptions, edu-
cate the community, reduce strays
by a free-licensing policy and pro-
vide the community with free adop-
tions and health checks, putting
animals to sleep would happen in-
frequently.




