By DAN WHITE
NTINEL STAFF WRITER
f NORTH COAST — The state Coastal
Commission has ordered an embattled
bio-tech goat ranch to shut down by
July 21.
In.a bluntly worded letter dated Mon-

day, commission deputy director Tami
Grove has demanded removal of all
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Stephenson said he is looking at alter-
native ranch sites, including spots out-
side Fort Worth, Texas, and in Nevada.

“I'm not certain what is the best thing
to do to tell you the truth,” Stephenson
said. “I'm not sure what makes the most

Neighbors of the 4-year-old ranch
have fought it from the start, saying it
pollutes their land with manure-laden
run-off every time it rains.

Stephenson has been seeking coun-
ty OKs for, among other things, barn-
roof extensions to stop the problem. But
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A The letter leaves no room for inter-
pretation and does not offer a middle
ground. It also demands site restora-
tion after the animals are gone.

If the deadline passes, the owners
face a potential cease-and-desist order,

" which could result in fines of up to
$6,000 a day, Grove states in her letter.

“This means removing from the
properties a) all goats, b) all manure,
and c) all materials contaminated with
feces and/or urine,” the letter reads.

The commission took the ranch to
task for pollution.

“Run-off contaminated with goat
feces and urine has led to grossly ele-
vated fecal coliform levels,” Grove
wrote.

Neighbors were declaring victory
Tuesday.
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