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Cruz women are some of the best sailors around.”’
Larson said the Merlin’s trip was fueled by what
he called the “Santa Cruz vibe. Alot of Santa Cruz
energy was happening. You could feel it way out
there in the middle of the ocean...that Santa Cruz
vibe going, ‘awright, awright,”” added Larson with
a clenched fist. Larson said after the first day, they
never saw another boat until the last day of the
race when they spotted Drifter right off beam.

“\We were both running down to an imaginary
jibe point—they from the South, and us from the
North (Merlin chose a course which was much
farther north than the competition) which would
set us up for the finish of the race.” The rest is
history. Merlin won by 17 minutes, a slim
margin for an eight-day race. .

With Merlin’s modern design, and her big win,'
you'd think Lee would be guarded with the
blueprints to her design. But no, Lee says he'll -
build anyone a duplicate that will be ready in 10
‘months...along with a $250,000 price tag.

Can the Merlin be beaten? “Oh sure,” said Lee,
“there is always room for improvements, that’s
how progress is made—and there’s always the
build-a-better—mousetrap—theory.” If Merlin does
lose in the next Transpac, you can bet Bill Lee
won’t shed any tears or lose any sleep—he set his
goal, achieved it, and for the time being it’s all
downwind sailing. -®
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