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By LANE WALLACE
- STAFF WRITER

y Medina sees graffiti
st an act of vandalism
~as a mark agamst the

the message : on

sonville police éapﬁ!’in'

»’a image.. . .. e

orth Side.” -
're already poorly pen-
d because of a few
(involved in criminal

| activity),”” Medina said. “A
| lot_of people think Watson-

m is a place where Mexa-/
ns k111 people. That s

. e pa: L

e see P.S. and N.S.
walls,” he said. “Whai
s is Poor Side and Nor

it’s an organized crin
‘nal-oriented gang. It could !

to identify with an area or a
name. The worst crime they

the graffiti.”

r Side, North Side and
“C.H.” refer to loosely knit
groups of youths who live in a
ticular area of the city.
. Poor Side is considered
the area around Front and
Grove streets. ‘“‘C.H.” refers

K to the area around C&g Hall.

ed that

Medina acknowle

_ the city has a juvenile crime
_problem that shows no signs
‘of abating, but he said police -

don’t know of any. strucfured

- people aged 9 to 16 who wgntl

~ be committing is paint-

don’t know if it’s any
more or less (than in the
past), but people seem to be
Wdisgusted about it now.
calling in, and talk-

qh officers they see qu%e« :

’“’rﬁ b
est way to disco :
‘Medina said, W

~ paint over it quickly. If a

graffiti painter is cauglﬁ, ‘he

~ or his parents have to pay for

‘the painting.
- Early last week, pdlee

rth caught two l4-year-old “boys
The graffiti doesn’t

spray-painting the Pajaro
Valley Cold Storage buil

at Second and Walker streets.
Neither boy claimed affilia-
tion with &y il ﬂﬁ loosely

lng : a said. .
ecause graffiti pai
tend to do their work ?rm
nobody is around, they‘re
caught. -
re were gangs in the
vgle area in the hﬁg k.
an early ’80s, m‘ﬁ!ﬁ"
ﬂm rth Side Locos and the
'Las Lomas Boys.
The feud between the two
glnga reached its height
two gang members were
slain on Mt. Madonna in 1980;
young men were sen-
tenced to prison in connec-
tum with the murders.
But the North Side Lbcnt :
and ‘Las Lomas Boys no
-exist. Medina said
ym men involved in those

gangs are now well into M
20, and a
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