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Behind-The-Scenes Story of lghthouse

Life Has Changed Since Early | - Pigeon Point Ligbuse

Days of Pigeon Point Station

By Wally Trahing
There’s a little room in a 155-foot tower not far from
Santa Cruz where the shades are pulled at daybreak and

raised at night.

Seaman 1/c¢ Mel Braunagel from Spgkane, Wash., led
me on a spiraled climb up 134 painted Steel steps to this

room last week, which tops

the Pigeon Point lighthouse

about 30 miles north of here.

“We pull the shades for

two reasons,” said the young

coast guardsman, “They say when
the sun used to hit the big lens
just right, the magnified intensi-
ty of the light would start fires
in the hills behind the light-
house.”

The second reason, and one
which is less imaginative, is that
the sun causes “pits” in the lens’
components.

The light grips a rocky promon-
tory just off Highway 1. It gleams
with whiteness, and within its
fortress-like brick walls you feel
as secure at the top as you would
in your own bed. It’s eight feet
thick at the base and three at the

“Some didn’t like it here and
asked for a transfer, but it suits
me fine. We’re on duty six hours
and off 18. We've got our own
private fishing area, and good liv-
mg quarters.” We could see some
of the boys on the rocks below.
They looked mighty contented.
“If you like it here and c#n do
the job, they’ll let you stay as
long as you want,” he said.

At the top of the tower, we
stood under the “jewel” of the
lighthouse. The lens, at first
glance, ‘looks like an oversized
inverted vietorian punch bowl. It

top. . : weighs a ton and a half — all
f!‘(})nllg?gg Sﬂ‘;}‘)“ﬁéggﬁir'tﬁig‘ggﬁ hand-ground glass. Resting on
which ran aground 20 years be- |15 mounting in the shade-darken-
fore the light house was built |0, T00m it seemed like some sac-
in 1871. In the early days be- red jewel which only reflected its
~ fore electricity was used, the gfv;’ggﬂil sparkle in the shrouds

,h' light was maintanied by twe The lens was made by Henry

achelors, Lepaute in Paris and shipped
around the Horn in 1869. A story
goes that because of the unrest
in the east following the Civil
War, it was buried on a beach
untifl it could be shipped to the
west.

f ‘Braunagel pointed out two

tiny apartments at the base of

t the light, each with its own

miniature fireplace. In those

days cables dropped down the

[ cent(ilr from the tol} l\l,vit’h
weights, like on a grandfather’s Monsieur Le 2

; 1 paute must have

{ clock, Whl,cll turned the lens. |, quite a patient mathemati-

Now that’s all changed. Braun-|cian. Around the top of the

agel and three other coast guards-|lens are 192 triangular prisms.

men live with their families injAround the bottom are 153

| a_huge two-story house. Their | prisms, The center is girthed with

pin-neat fenced in (No Trespass-|24 cap head-light sized lenses, big

| Ing) enclosure gives them a sort eyes which magnify the 150 watl

| of private world with a watery globe in the:center to many times

E‘_&_)iyard. its size when you peer through

em.
. Now, I always thought the
light flashing from a lighthouse
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to black ‘em out because the
flashes blinded the motorists.”

The next wide-eyed question:
“Just what would happen if you
car;le up here when the light was
on?”

Nothing at all,” said Braun-
agel. “We can walk around the
light and look at the lems. Of
course, if you looked right in
one of the hig lenses you'd get
a flash.” He said the lens was
cleaned about once a week.

Since the days of Moby Dick,
there’s been some added light-
house tricks to ward wandering
ships from the rocks.

fies the particular lighthouse. A
two-toned fog horn, audible for
some five miles out at sea is
sounded in foggy weather on a
code basis. Added to this is a
radio beacon which operates twice
every hour, 24 hours a day, and
continuously during times of poor
visibility.

The man on watch sits in the
radio room separated from the
tower, and on foggy days he’s
got a moisy six hours on his
hands. Besides the blasting fog
horn, there’s a heeping radio
signal. This requires almost
full volume on the room’s TV
set,

If you're interested in all this
carrying on, you are welcome to
visit the light station between 2
and 4 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays
or holidays. The congenial guards-
men also welcome school groups
by special arrangements.
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