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!;an Lorenzo River water quality degraded more

Cm:l Board states.

% '!‘he only other river it compares to in havmg its .
“quality worsened is the intermittent Santa Margarita
ver which is getting too many.nutrients and agricul-

lm‘d re-use from nearby areas. 5;“

The San Lorenzo, which the
y good quality river at the begi

port says went from
nmg of last decade

- to a middle-range medium quality river, is becoming -

 the victim of ugbanization, the report states.

4 “The San Lorenzo River suffers from urban de-
ment pressures. Poor septic tank and land grading

pmfﬁces create problems with bacteria, nutrients and

sedimentation,” according to the report, titled “‘Water
- Quality/Water Rights, 1978-80 Report.”

/ /hile noting the river has been degraded as growth
and urbanization occured in San Lorenzo Valley, spokes-
at the Regional Water Quality Control Board in San
Obispo say that lmprovements to the river are
about. i ) ‘

. g the 1970s than any other major river in the state,
~ anewly released report from the state Water Resources

Gets Low Mark From State

that. local septic tank mspectlon programs have bee
helpful. : Y s
Van Voris also noted the San Lorenzo Valley m
District is working to get $20 million to sewer the n
septic tank problem areas. -

Regional Executive Offlcer Ken Jones comp
that every report on the river speaks of its animal
pollution from septic systems ‘‘but where are
failing systems?”’ he queried.

He said his office has had 1nspectors in the a
past two summers, but that extensive failure
would dxrectly pollute the river generally have n
'found ;

The state report whlle pomtmg out degrad a

the San Lorenzo, gives hlgh ‘marks to most of C
‘nia’s rivers.

l’

«" “After nealry a decade of fmancmg better

treatment, California shows steadlly 1mpmvmg'j ater.

‘quality.

~“With few major exceptxons, cities that
pumped raw or lightly treated sewage to surface
now discharge, or will soon produce, high q
reuseable effluent. Water grant program (mon
cleaning bacterial pollutants from state stream

~ report contends



