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Coal cars leave track
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VA BEACH — Three train

sighbors and authorities be-

rain-soaked earth.

see those things rocking
forth every time the train
by and I thought, ‘Man, that
is going to tip over one of these
” said Jock Lopes, whose back
werlooks the site in the 1200
' San Andreas Road. “I'm
ent that way and not this

ise of the derailment just
m. was still being investi-
Union Pacific’s on-site
Andy Gonzalez. No one
the accident.

it’s weather-related,”
ilbourn, a supérvisor for
ific Transportation Co.,
the cars. “It’s the first
we’ve had.”

ific crewmen were plan-
with cranes through the
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r La Selva Beach

manager at the nearby KOA Kamp-
grounds of America.

Lopes said he heard a ground-
shaking noise and a shriek he as-
sumed was the front of the train
breaking away from the cars.

On-lookers stopped throughout the
afternoon.

“T've seen this train 1,000 times
before and I've never seen it flip,”
said Derek Hague, who attends near-
by Renalssance High School. “That’s
crazy.”

The train runs three times a week
from Watsonville to Davenport,
hauling coal north and cement
south, along with other freight.

There were eight other cars, many
carrying plywood, behind the de-
railed cars.

Train derailments are not new to
the stretch of tracks. One well-re-
membered mishap was in 1992 when
nine Southern Pacific cars derailed
near New Brighton Beach Park.  ~

The accidents at that time sparked
accusations the railroad wasn’t
maintaining tracks well enough

Union Pacific has since bought
Southern Pacific.
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