By BILL NEUBAUER

_ Sentinel Staff Writer
; !ha city of Santa Cruz is a miserly, sex-
ﬁigcgnmatmg and unconcerned employer whose
policies and practices have shattered its workers’

. Those bitter charges were leveled at City Man-
- David Koester and Personnel Director Kent
during an lunch-hour meeting Wednesday at-
d by some 75 workers in the Civic Auditorium.
The Santa Cruz City Council came under heavy
attack, as well, with several workers accusing the
council of being more concerned about social pro-
| grams than about the welfare of the workers.
~ One worker said,~“The council was talking

that kind

g the county’s interest in the first-hand )
or  place ike that, the council  are shocked they have been offered any a 1 o
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should think about us. I'm getting hungry, mysels.
They should watch where they spend the money.
Instead of all these programs they should give to the
employees for a change.” At

A police officer said, “‘Some of them are coming
up for re-election next year, and I wouldn’t vote for
any of them.” :

. The reference here was to the fact that the terms
of Councilmembers Charlotte Melville, Carole De-
Palma, Joe Ghio and John Mahaney are expiring and

_ that elections for these council seats will be next

March.
The meeting was set by Koester because, as he

expressed it, “‘I don’t meet with you very often

directly, and I wanted to hear about your conce
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~ Employment Policies, Practices

increase in fringe benefits this year. e
Speaker after speaker inveighed against the
wage freeze imposed by the state as a condition for
providing some $485,000 in bail-out money to the city
following the Proposition 13 shrinkage of prop
tax revenues. Eana 8
Koester agreed with them it is unfair for gove
ment workers to be denied cost of living increase:
when soaring inflation is ripping ever bigger chunk:
out of their income. =~ = S
But, Koester stressed, it would have been vir
tually impossible politically for the council to ha

turned down the $485,000 and then give the worke ;

; r w, got . :
ver, why the city wasn’t pleade-d at one point,

ing to increase fringe ben- press is here.” 2
by 7 or 8 percent. All One worker said, “If you are
ned this’ is legal, and asingle person withouta depen-
: i legal- dent, the fringe benefit in-

. ‘ !) WW‘-

, Clerk 1, the city pays

er month . To qualify for

‘the job you must be a high

school graduate and type 40
words per minute, at least.

ﬁ:ﬁ cﬁ:iﬁpc?ﬁm is a driver’s

do

%e eg’boraiéd, “If you area

the salary paid to women is too
low. It didn’t say on my ap-
plication form that I have to be
married and have someone sup-

ort me so I can hold a job

There was a long burst of
applause following the
statement.

Rice said the city does recog-
nize the inequity and he pointed
out that last year the city gave
persons in these low positions a
4 ent special increase along
‘mhe regular increase given
others. He said, further, the
city has a program for ‘‘moving
workers in this category up-

The salary philosophy lead-
ing to lower pay for women is
% philosophy of keeping
women barefooted and preg-
nant in the kitchen,” the -
er said later. .

Speakers warned that work-
ers are leaving the city to get
better paying jobs, workers the
ity has put many thousands of
dollars worth of training into.

‘A police officer denounced
the council’s apparent greater
concern for the street people
than its workers and said,
“‘Maybe next time someone
gets robbed or beat up they
should call a hippie.”

Koester strongly defended
the council, pointing out that
councilmembers must set
many priorities and make dif-
ficult decisions. He contended
the low morale is a product of
Proposition 13 and the salary
limitation, and he held to that
theme although many workers

‘kept saying “No, no, it's been
@inF on for years.”
« It's time the city begins to

care about its workers, the
workers said, and the counil,
~ “We're citizens; the council

is supposed to represent us,
too,” they insisted. ol



