No place like home
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Twg male elephant seals struggle to assert their dominance Fnday at Ano Nuevo State Reserve.
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Elephant seals begin their return to area by the thousands

By MICHAEL SEVILLE
F THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN
PESCADERO — About 40 minutes
\ north of Watsonville on Highway 1, a
relatively small stretch of beach has
once again sprung to life with behemoth
masses inching their way across the
barren sands.
Every year at this time, pacific north-
ern elephant seals come to the Central
Coast to rest and mate in an annual pil-
grimage that will bring nearly 5,000
bulls, females and pups to the beaches
at Ano Nuevo State Reserve.
“They are here through most of the
winter months, but I always believe that
coming early in the season is best be-
cause that’s when the bulls are most
active and still have all their girth,” said
Kevin Williams, state park ranger at
Aio Nuevo.
Elephant seals, which exist only in
the Pacific Ocean, spend most of their
lives at sea either in the Alaskan north
or straight out in the Pacific Ocean, . G o
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- er. The females will give birth to
new pups, of which there are al-’
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