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Petition Seeks
Bond Election

By Ken Klempnauer

Sentinel Staff Writer
Supervisor Robert Burton has launched an independent
initiative petition campaign to force the board of supervis-
ors to place a $4-million courthouse construction bond
issue on the November ballot.
Acting without the prior knowledge of his fellow super-
visors and without their advice and support, Burton insti-
gated the initiative crusade with county resident Low

West.

Burton, who said he tried
board to put a courthouse bond on
the ballot, told The Sentinel last
night, “If I can’t get it one way,
T'll get it another.”

The Burton-West team was suc-
cessful in the 1962 general elec-
tion in promoting the so-called
“courthouse first” priority propo-
sition that junked construction of
a new juvenile hall until a court-
house is built, using county build-
ing fund money.

Burton’s newest move brought
cries of foul play from three
supervisors, who all said they
learned of the petition only Fri-
day evening. Only Supervisor
Vince Locatelli refused to offer
comment one way or another
on Burton’s action.

Said Board Chairman Russ Mc-

Callie, “This is a free country. It
he (Burton) wishes to circulate a
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a year and a half to get th

_believes the question of court

house financing is an inis
trative decision to be made by
the board, and that the boar¢ |
would not be bound by a peti /
tion.

But McCallie’s and Silliman
gravest concern is the problem
they contend would result in ob-
taining lease purchase financing
if a bond issue fails. .
MeCallie said if the bond issue
doesn’t get 50 to 60 per cent in
favor, it would “be detrimental
to a favorable interest rate on
lease purchase.” ‘
McCallie explained that the
board is attempting to get an in-
terest rate in the neighborhood
of 3% per cent on lease purchase.
Financial consultants have told
him that a losing bond issue
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