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SMI‘A CRUZ — News flash: It

eosts,.;a lot to rent a place to live i in

Santa Cruz County.

It should come as a surprise to
very few that Santa Cruz County
housing rents are nearly $100 a
month higher than the state medi-

an, rding to recently released
_ frOm the US. Census Bu-

state median is $561; in San
j uz County, median rent is
% which means that half the
in the county fall above

wat figure, half below. Rents in
the city of Santa Cruz also posted a
median of $651.

‘Rio del Mar is the most expen-
sive place to rent in the county,
with a $898-a-month median; Free-
‘dom, at $457 per month is the
cheapes
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. Median monthly rerils elsewhere
| in the state include $564 in San Die-
" go County, $606 in Santa Barbara
cowatr and. 3715 in Santa CIar*a

i !l
‘mte ﬁgure despite a recent in-
- dications of a “‘softening” of the lo-
‘cal rental market, said Mary
 James, director of the county
Housing Authorlty
= ""There was a slight drop in rents
last year,” said James. ‘“We
tracked them from September (of
1 1990) to January (1991) and they
* had gone down a little bit.
.~ “In a soft market, rents will al
-ways go down a little bit.”
- James was unsure why the tradi-

Lo

ghu loosened. “I don’t know the

_reasons,” she said.
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Rio del Mar is the

most expensive

place torentin
itha
$898-a-month
median; Freedom,
at $457 per month,
is the cheapest.

units”; the bureau defines housing
units as “a house, an apartment, a
mobile home, a group of rooms or
a single room that is occupled as‘,,
separate living quarters

The census also measured the
average number of people per fam-
ily, and the average number of peo-
ple living in rented, and owned,
homes.

Interlaken, the South COunty
community near the County Fair-
grounds and Pinto, College, and
Kelly lakes, had the highest num-
ber of people per family at 4.12.°
Interlaken also has the most “per-
sons per unit,” at 3.87 (owned) and
4.31 (rented). )

Interlaken’s high occupancy
numbers reflect a large number of
renters in the area, said Steve Ma-
tarazzo, principle planner for the
county Planning Department.

“High income families tend to
have less children, and they would
also tend to be owners and not
renters,” he said.

The Opal Chfffs all;aa ht?ls the few-
est people per family in the coun
with 2.72, followed by Capit &

:wm and Rio Del Mar (z.m. o




