Opener
yields few
sieelhead

inel staff writer o]
A CRUZ — Long-f:
described Monday’s fir
f freshwater salmo
ead fishing as “nothing
home about.”

and steelhead out of the Sa
dgo River on the seast
onday s ’blte though s
pared to years past, was
‘a lot better than last yez
en persistent drought col
kept the San Lorenzo
; very low and the fish
ce, said Ken Smith, owne
right Fishing Center.
~_ “The last two years have beer
‘the worst two years we've eve
‘had,” said Ernie Kinzli, owner
‘Ernie’s Casting Pond in Soguel
“And if we don’t get rain soon
(this season) is probably goi
‘be like the last two.
. “Our steelhead fishermen
ressed,” said Kinzli. “Wq

need some some rain,
rain isn’t going to do it.’
hose who managed to
out of the San Lorenzo
' tt]:-aut and artxﬁcml ﬂles, v

; ; ‘released by sports-
m concerned about the dwin-
g population of steelhead and
salmon, said Kinzli.
“ Twenty years ago, the first W
of the season meant fisherm
- shoulder-to-shoulder on the riv-
er, no place to park and hun-
_dreds of fish landed, said Kinzli.
“There would be fish jumping
“ everywhere in the lagoon,
maybe 100 or 200 fish caught.
Easﬂy,” said Kinzli. _
Nowadays, he said, it’s not lmsf
common for an angler to venture
down to the San Lorenzo agd,
“not see a fish jump or move.”
Freshwater steelhead and
: salmon season is open m:f'f

ends m’& Feb. 2







