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orthern Concerns Attempt
Logging In SC Mountains

By JIM HOOKER I the larger lumber companies, preserved for parks,” he said. “If

Sentinel Staff Writer such as Masonite and Louisiana-Pacif-  there’s lumber in the Santa Cruz area,

~ Despite a possible detrimental ef- ic Corporation, did move into the Santa  then we have to move in.” ek

_fect on local timber industries, the Cruz area, it could have a negative He added that since so much of the
 Ukiah-based Masonite Corporation is effect on the local timber industry. northern woodlands is being converted.

. attempting to expand its northern log- The move south into the northern  to parks and natural reserves, the
.ging operations into the Santa Cruz forest of the Santa Cruz mountains is  Jarger, more efficient companies are -
- mountains due to depleted timber lands - prompted by two primary factors.  forced to move “further than where

: ? its previous forest harvesting areas. First, lumber reserves in the large  they used to buy.” s
4 ' The 327-acre pmel of redwood for- northern forests in Humboldt, Sonoma The second pﬂmary reaml’ %
| estpurchased by Masonite on May 2 for ~and Mendocino counties largely have  timber company expansion is that
; logging operations is located be- been restricted because state and fed- large northern lumber operations *w

China Grade and Highway 236 in eral agencies, such as the U.S. Forest  ag Masonite, require continued

Santa Cruz mountains. Service, recently have begun to set  plies of timber in order to apply f
n the past, timber companies have aside timber lands for parks and natu-  high-yield timber cutting opera ons.
ted ﬁmms operations within the  Tal reserves. ik " “With the need to expand their 0

Clara and San Mateo county Jim Abel, timber buyer for tions into other areas of potential high
as of the Santa Cruz mountains. Louisiana-Pacific in Humboldt, be-  yield logging, the lumber compani

\ccording to Gene Scarborough, owner lieves that this restriction of timber  turned to the Santa Cruz 1
” Mills. in Scotts w&yhmgﬁ e primary reasons mmt,pmbaaraas




_Bill ';(AiGE 1Ma te
e ng, Masonite’s repre-
. Sgntative in charge of the Cglna
- Grade operation, stated that
- the company planned to harvest
‘ g'oxlmately 30-50 per cent of

1and by the end of this year,

%ndin on weather and per-
. mit conditions.

He said this was the third
year that Masonite has con-
- ducted logging operations in the

Santa Cruz mountains, but
ded that most of the other

acent county areas.
. Currently, he said, Masonite
is attempting to obtain permits
in several areas of California
for continued harvesting. He
out, however, that the
ta Cruz mountain area was
one of the most profitable areas
for timber harvesting.

The parcel purchased by Ma-
sonite lies south of the Water-
man Gap area, and was pre-

owned by the Cowell
F on. Because of its lo-
cation and potential harvest
status, it was selected as a
favorable site for harvesting
- operations.

The property was sold on a
sealed-bid basis by the Oakland
timber brokerage firm of Ham-
mond, Jensen and Wallen.

Among those firms bidding
on the parcel were Louisiana-
Pacific of Humboldt, Masonite

rp m@dﬁepal logg
. g" 8t b .“\ -‘ 3
Creek Lumber of Davenpoit.

i

With the large number of
funds available to the larger
companies bidding on the prop-
erty, local concxgetition had dif-
ficulty in matching the Mason-
ite Corporation.

The exact amount of the Ma-
sonite bid is not known, and a
spokesman for Hammond,
Jensen and Wallen declined to
state the amount of Masonite’s
bid on the parcel.

He also stated that
Louisiana-Pacific and Masonite
were not always the highest
bidders on timber property. He
explained that because of a
‘“‘more efficient operation,”
Masonite could achieve a
‘“‘more complete utilization of
the logs” than smaller local
mills. :

The three smaller mills in
the Santa Cruz area do not have
the integrated facilities to
“‘keep pace” with the larger
companies, he said.

Although local reactions to
northern lumber interests mov-
ing into the area are mixed, the
majority of local lumber mills
and employes fears possible
supply shortages and layoffs if
northern companies continue
their expansion,

*‘A move like this could put a
little company out of business,”’
Scarborough stated. “It could
also force the market up high
enoxi’gh to put smaller mills at a
disadvantage.” Although he
said that Standard Mills had

- ‘enough wood for this year, he
_indicated that if northern com-
~ panies continue to move into
- this area, there is ‘‘no ques-
© tion” that it would affect his

pration.
ks Webster, chief forester
for gtandar'd Mills, said that
“peaple are worried.” He
ed that the northern com-
panies ‘“‘are bigger and can pay
re’’ for local land.
‘e have to have free en-
se for  everybody,”
Mildred Holmes, co-owner of
Holmes Lumber Co. in

tions in one area, )

orthern Concerns Try
“To Log In SC Mountains

happening in the lumber mar-
ket,” he said, ‘“This caught us
off guard.” "

He said that the problem
with the northern companies is
not that they are being restrict-
ed by Kark reserves, but that
they have a “tremendou
timber consumption.” He said
that he has talked to employes
of the northern companies and
they admit to having shortages,

Adding that there is a ‘‘good
possibility”’ that northern com-
panies could drive local mi
out of business, he contend
that a shortage of lumber ﬁm
mill will close down operation
for about three months next
winter. He also said that the
150-area nurseries which Big
Creek supplies mulch to will be
affected. B

McCrary pointed out that ris-
in%prlces in the cost of timber
will also prevent smaller mills
from bidding on logging proper-
ty in the future.

Despite the fact that larg
scale operations will be con-
ducted by Masonite on the Chi-
na Grade property, the opera-
tion required no Environment;
{mpact Report from the coun-

Y. E
According to Bob Williams,
county forester, a re?rort was

submitted to the Environmen-
tal Review Committee for con-
sideration. It was returned on
May 23 with a negative declara-
tion, therefore requiring no im-
t report. ke
Williams also believes the
company will be using its own
personnel on the operation, In
addition, he said Masonite will
be using its own trucks to trans-
port the logs to its Ukiah mill,
due to its inability to construct

an efficient mill in the area,
The issue of the Masonite
timber operation will go before
the planning commission for
approval Monda& Ww
stated that the Masonite ap-
plication to harvest the pro-

, declared. “If you h ‘“W@‘&"m ummaul

will have restrictions in anoth- . sssss—

er.” She added that she feared
n intervention, such as

area a few years ago, more
‘than domestic expansion.

- “There’s something healthy
about competition  if
,”’ she said.

‘local mill owner who
doesn’t consider northern com-

it'’s

ese who logged the



