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drug scene, Others had emo-
tional hang-ups, others were
searching for a purpose to their
lives. And after doing it — by
becoming Christians—we want-
ed to help others who have the
same problems we had had.”

The Koinonia Community is a
“Christian family” that just
happened, said Geyer. It
evolved from a small prayer
group who opened a coffeehouse
in 1967 that served as an ex-
perimental Christian mission
outreach to young people in
trouble, drugs mostly.

The coffeehouse was taken
over by various persons, In 1969
a group of young people who
met through the coffeehouse and
had become«Christians, got to-
gether with Margaret Rovick,
one of the original prayer group
members.

They incorporated as the Ko-
inonia Community, a non-profit
charitable organization, in 1969.
Objectives: to inspire others by
its example to lead ‘‘Christian”
lives, and help youthful drug
abusers.

The community is made up of
22 persons at the present time.
Core members constitute the
“Christian” family. These are
mostly young people aged 17 to
26 who started the community.
Since incorporation four core
members have left, and six
have joined.

Other residents are young-
sters placed in the community

Said Mrs. Michael Agnone,
20: “When the whole thing first
started out the people involved
could be called ‘Jesus People’
if you interpret that to mgen
‘preachy, etc.’ We’ve changed,
at least we’ve tried to get away
from that. If someone wants to
accept faith, fine. If not, that’s
fine, too. Our life isn’t for every-
one.”

“We do witness,” noted Gey-
er, “but we don’t give testi-
monials, We don’t try to hide
the fact that we’re into Jesus
Christ pretty heavy.”

The community supports it-
self through a combination of
efforts. It runs the coffeehouse
which is open ¢ a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday through Thursday and
9 am. to 5 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. It also operates a Koi-
nonia Odds and Bits Boutique
and Christian Bookstore at 111

community complete
nances.

feehouse.

Sarah Valentine, 4. months old,
daughter of Chris and Lynn. We
had a double wedding last
August. Two more babies are
on the way now. We are be-
coming a ‘real family,” children
and all.” £

Both Mrs. Johnson and Mrs.

Agnone and Geyer said that
they “didn’t think the Koinonia
Community would ever get to
be an “‘institution.”
pressed a lot of optimism about
its future. !

They ex-

Next fall, for example, Mrs.

Johnson, who is one semester
away from being a registered
nurse, is going back to Cabrillo
College. Geyer, too, plans to
become-  a
Johnson and Geyer are both
Vietnam veterans. Mark Sand-
man, another member, is now in
Vietnam, Johnson has been ac-
cepted at UCSC and is 18 months

registered nurse.
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the fi-

The core members do all their Community is not like a lot of
own work, with placements ex-|people think, a
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“Qur life is very simple,” said!Christians.”

Saig Michael Roukes, 17, a
core member, ‘“The Koinonia

‘holy, holy’
in other life-

“The only difference is our
lives are dedicated to being




