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TA CRUZ ~ Burled withi the :}00 page draft of
sthe- county’s updated general plan hes the future of
Hive Oak.

; The draft plan calls for less houfsmg, more business-
»es, more parks and open space, ‘and the widening of
';'the community’s main streets, sald County Planner

zJohn Warren. |

,:see it first,” said Georgia Ackley, president of the Live
sOak Commumty Association.

- Ackley and other Live Oak residents will be able to
tlearn more about the draft plan and 1ts accompanying

2 county s g eral plan must be adopted before
he more detailed community plan is written, ex-
lamed County Planner John Warren. The general
Iplan contams mueh of what res1€lems have expressed

“Everythmg outlmed sounds éreat but T want to :

'_Ian for Live Oak: mo

‘Everythmg outhned sounds

‘great, but 1 Want to see 1t
first’ :

e ;Ge‘or‘gia Ackley, Live Oak ,
Community Association president

they Want for their community; he said.
“I approached this with trepidation because Live

Oak- was kind of a mess with 1ts confused development :

pattern,” Warren said. ‘
“We th1nk with the commumty plan, we can ratlo

nalize development with ‘quality residential areas,

with adequate commercial serv1ces adequate parks,
and substantial open space areas.’

_ For years, Live Oak was known. as the dumpmg‘
ground for much of the county’s hlgh density housing.
. The general plan, Warren said; reflects the communi-

ty’s'desire to have less -of this type of development
The draft plan calls for 900 fewer housing units in
Live Oak than the ex1st1ng plan, wh1ch was adopted in

- 1980.

Live Oak currently has 11,598 housing units. Undér
the existing plan, another 2351 would be built, The
new plan would add only 1,430 housing umts mostly

- single-family homes; Warren said.

If all ‘the parks shown in the plan are developed‘
even fewer housing units would be built, said Warren. -

“We are proposing more parks because we don’t have

'en(()iugh ‘even for the populatmn that ex1sts now, ” he
. sai

small, neighborhood parks. The draft plan ‘adds 48.4
more acres. i

Some 15.5 acres now exist for larger commumty
parks, including the site on 17th Avenue for the re-

‘gional swim' ¢enter. The draft plan calls for"17:9 more
acres, including the harbor entrance at Brommer j

Street and 7th Avenue

However, th1s is still much less than the 60- 89 addi-
tional acres needed for the populatlon of Live Oak,
Warren said. "

" “We are lookmg for addltlonal sites. One property‘
‘that 1ooks likea possibility ‘is at the upper end: of

Santa Cruz Gardens at Thurber and Katherine lanes;”
he said. = =

The draft plan also shows more regional parks It
proposes the purchase of the privately owned Sunny

Cove Beach at 16th Avenue and East Cliff Drive :

e parks, fewer

Lagoon and overlooks along East Cliff Driv m
/1. space along: Rodeo Gulch,, Schwan Lake. and‘ Ar
“Gulch." r

- shopping centers, said %Varren

Currently, 66 3 acres are de51gnated in lee Qak for ~ Road, where L1ve Oak Su

.are enough people in-this community ‘to suppert i

s centers should be easier if streets are wider

: H1ghway 17-to-Rio Del Ma;}t

The former Albatross Restaurant s1te at Cer

shown as regional parkland, as well as mo

Respondmg to residents saying they wanted more
shopping in their community, the plan calls for retail

One would be locate 17th Avenue and Ca‘ltola

dent of the Live Oak Business Assoc1at1on ;
isn’t convinced the community needs more reta1l
‘It swould be nice to have, but I.don’t know if- there

said Mendelsohn; the owner of ‘Santa Cruz
House.' “Small bus1nesses tgoday are bemg hu
survival is the answer.,” |

Getting to and from the. ‘hew parks-and s

plan’] Proposes. 1t calls for widening Cap1tola R
four lanes with left turn lanes, 7th Avenue: to three
lanes, and 17th Avenue from East Cliff Dr1ve 10 the
ra11road tracks to three lanes.

The plan also calls for traffic lights at all major
intersections and a carpoez}rlane on nghway I from

e
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