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been any indication we’re speak-
ing for everyone in town, but I
think we'are speaking for the
majority in this community.”

City leaders have been draft-
ing globally minded resolutions
for decades, including the 1996
establishment of Santa Cruz as a
“nuclear-free zone” and welcom-
ing Nicaragua to trade with Santa
Cruz when the United States con-
sidered an embargo in the 1980s.

And for decades, the value of
these resolutions has been a sub-
ject of debate. Some doubt the
effectiveness of such resolutions,
saying they are ignored by nation-
al leaders. Some say national and
international resolutions are sim-
ply a waste of council time.

Councilman Mike Rotkin, the
author of many resolutions, has
said taking these positions costs
the city nothing more than the
price of a stamp. He says little
council time is spent discussing
them. ‘

Most resolutions pass with lit-
tle discussion, but some, like last
week’s two-hour debate about
whether to take a pre-emptive
stand against U.S. military action
in Iran, take more time.

Nearly every resolution requires
a letter written by city staff be sent
to numerous elected leaders, often
including the president.

“Some national and interna-
tional issues have such press-
ing impacts that it’s hard for us
to ignore them,” Rotkin said. “I
think it’s important to give our
federal leaders a sense of what the
local people feel.”

Rotkin says he only writes res-
olutions if asked by a significant
number of local residents and if
the issue has a connection to San-
ta Cruz. In regard to Iraq, billions
of taxpayer dollars have been
spent to wage war, and young
people from Santa Cruz have been
deployed there.

In 2002, Santa Cruz was the first
city in the country to condemn the
war in Iraq. In 2003, after sending a

letter to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee asking for the impeach-
ment of President Bush, Santa
Cruz had a starring role on “The
Daily Show” on Comedy Central.
The city was lampooned by the
show for attempting to influence
national policy.

The resolution to avoid military
action in Iran and withdraw U.S.
troops from Iraq was pushed by
more than 40 local peace activ-
ists who wrote e-mails or asked
the council to take a formal stand
against what’s happening in the
Middle East. It passed Feb. 27.

“T am so pleased that our city
is considering a resolution calling
for the withdrawal of U.S. forces in
Iraq and which opposes the use of
U.S. military force in Iran,* Dar-
win Street resident Monica Lar-
enas wrote to the council. “I'm
proud that we can once again be
a city that is willing to push for
sensible federal policies.”

However, residents like Lu
Haussler view the resolutions as
counterproductive, something
outside the council’s authority.

“Stop wasting time on nation-
al topics, and instead apply your
energy to the job we elected you
to do,” Haussler wrote. “Run our
poor, neglected city.”

Robinson, who in December vot-
ed against supporting a Hawaiian
army officer who refused orders to
deploy to Irag, said she often hears
praise from constituents for steer-
ing clear of national issues.

“I consider my job on the City
Council to help run the city, soI'm
really keeping my focus there as
much as possible,” she said. “It’s
not about being opposed to what
the other points of view are. I real-
ly want to be focused on the nuts
and bolts of helping the city func-
tion.”

Political experts say resolutions
do little to change policy, but can
often be the beginning of a nation-
al movement.

“Resolutions are symbolic but
still important,” San Jose State
political science professor Lar-
ry Gerston said. “I don’t think
these things are just empty state-
ments. They're a way for people
to express concerns to elected offi-
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Resolutions passed
within past year
B Support of single-payer health
care coverage.

M Opposition to proposed hike in
immigration fees.

B Declaring Santa Cruz

a pro-choice city.

B Support for Army Lt. Ehren
Watada, who refused orders to
deploy to Iraq.

M Opposition to violence and
genocide in Darfur.

M Call for impeaching President
George W. Bush.

M Support protecting California’s
national forests.

SOURCE: Sentinel files

cidls in other offices.”

Rep. Sam Farr, D-Carmel, said
every opinion counts and city
resolutions help himunderstand
where voters stand omnissues.

“I can’t do my job unless I hear |
from my constituents,” Fart wrote
in a statement. “I’ve found that
municipal resolutions can be use-
ful as a broad indicator of local
opinion on a specific issue. I wel-
come all communications from
constituents.”

Supporters believe resolutions
say more about the culture of
Santa Cruz than expectatlons of
change.

ui don t think our resolutions
have any impact on George Bush,
literally zero,” Rotkin said.

Contact Shanna McCord at
smccord@santacruzsentinel.com.



