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AKE ONE STEP 1nto the at-

tic of the big Victorian at

303 :Ocean View Ave. and
you can see in an instant that this
has been a well-used home for suc-
cessive generations of a close-knit
family. Along with suitcases and
holiday decorations of recent ori-
gin there are games outgrown by
one generation waiting for the
next; antique chairs are stacked in
acorner, and boxes of family me-
mentos have been set aside for
safekeeping.

A sense of continuity pervades
the conversation as Truella, Otto
and Joyce Lund relate the history
of their home and family.

The Lunds’ home is an imposing
two-story structure with outbuild-
ings scattered on a large city lot; it
began as a modest one-story Queen

- Anne cottage when it was built in

\
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Pieces of history

Cynthia Mathews

1880 for James Rawlings True and
his wife Mary Ann. Its many re-
modelings and additions over the

<. 8

years have come in response to the
family’s growth and changing
needs.

James True came west for the
Gold Rush with his brother Isaac,
but they found a more reliable
source of income as part of the
“service industry” for other min-
ers, first hauling supplies across
the Sierra and later in the Mother
Lode country.

Mary was a native Cahforman —
barely. Her parents crossed the
country by wagon train in 1856,
and her mother’s pregnancy was
near term as the party approached
the California border. According to
Mary’s parents, the captain of the
party said, “I will hurry the (wag-
on) train up a little so you will
have a native son or daughter.”
The timing was close but the effort
was successful; the party crossed
the border at sundown, and Mary

A

was born in Calaveras County the
following morning.

Mary and James True were mar-
ried in 1876 and moved to Santa
Cruz in 1879. They had three
daughters: Edna, Alverda and Trel-
la Luene.

Mary’s diaries, begun in 1893
and spanning a period of over 50
years, are among the many person-
al documents that have been pre-

served within the home. In a .

straightforward conversational
tone, the diaries describe the do-

mestic life of a hardworking wife
and mother, preserving a record of
everyday life that rarely appears
in conventional historical ac-
counts.

Mary’s normal activities kept
her busy enough. Entries like
these were made almost on a daily
basis:

“Baked 5 loaves of bread, 2 pans
of biscuit and a few raised dough-
nuts ... Went over to Mr. Archers to
get some plants of swiss chard and
brussels sprouts; came home and set
them all out ... Cleaned the chicken
boxes ... The girls and I did a big
washing I can tell you ... Put new
steels in my corset and finished Ed-
na’s linen shirtwaist this evening ...
Went down to see Mrs. Litchfield.
She just had Mr. Litchfield pull a
tooth for her and she looks misera-
ble ... Claud Hendricks came in this
evening. Wants the girls to come out
Saturday night to a dance ... Re-
ceived a letter from Emma.”

The diary of 1904 records a par-
ticularly active year. Beginning in
May and continuing throughout
the rest of the year, the family
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House reflects

Continued from Page D1 hol &
home was greatly expanded with
‘the"addition of a second floor*and"
- .:major remodeling “of the first. In™
addition to her regular activities;
. Mary was absorbed in the deci-
;= sions and actual work of the re-
‘< modeling project. Anyone who has
- been through a similar experience
-can easily relate to these. entries:

- *May 19: We were up early and I
~started the breakfast. After that I
+ © took up the hall carpet. After that I
" took up the sitting room and the
. bedroom carpet. I tell you I was :
i tired. Took a bath and ate my din-
+. ner. Pop (James) and I went over to
o Mr. Wessendorf to see his toilet.
(They were investigating this mod-
ern_improvement.) When we came. -
home Lena had a runaway and we
_.t0ook the harness down to Harry.
~'Soon the electric light man came
. ‘back with other plans.” (Another
major upgrade.) :

By mid-June the remodeling was « built a place u
in-full swing. A tent had been put = /ill. Luene ca
up in the yard to serve as a tempo-
rary kitchen:

leaned up

The painters all

also;the plasterers. I tell you
house'is in turmoil.” . ;

ry recorded the progress as new
.t floors were laid; a handsome newel -
‘post and' stairway were installed,
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windows in the front door and hall-
== way. Eight-five yards ofilace (pur-
chased ‘on sale, Mary notes) were!

séwh into new curtains. In Octo*s

_ber,new| cement paths . were,
; poured in the \garden, and gas
pi‘pes were connected in December.
4 “As is generally the case, Mary
: in fact survive the remodeling.
o B .the,clcse of the yeart the expan:
déd hou he center of holi-

akmgan family gatherings:

1904 The last day of the

‘A’ fine day it has been. Ma-
Bélie ‘went home to Aunt Carrie’s
this'morning. Alverda going down-
fuon with her. Mrs. Masters came
wtdo try some music. I dressed an
old” rooster..for, tomorrow’s dinner.

Theit I cleaned. the cooler, pantry,

bathroom, our bedroom, isitting

room, ' parlor,-sewing room:and;

Stairs. T wlll commence the new year
CLEAN

SHE HOUSE was not the only
ML feature that changed. A letter
from James True to his, brother;
written May 11, 1913, gave testim
Hy’to a major revolution in the
Arerican lifestyle: |

Sfound it was hard to ge
f‘ the old barn so I got
Lt

. Ford carsé th
of carriages’ and
The business w

- at”Cooper,‘in‘the’
the present%ay Gé

‘Luene True,

er: generation ©

. Their informal ‘port

the “front step (éom'lé

~Luene’s pet dog) show Jhe

’ much_as it looks:today+ T

‘ make some modiﬁcations,

own, including a “modern

man-style buﬁ”et uilt in»

ing room. g

Truella Lund, Otto and Luenes
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