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Early ‘history. of \’Vr];,ht.,s‘ station is lost in the o‘*m
it teo often veils the rise of a boom.town irom a wildernes U»
) 3 thrwnw shipping center in a-half-decade.. |
Nhen the ra 1mnd arrived -at. the: northern por tal early in
i \7;, theionly buildings present were the ¢crumbling “renfains
B anbeativiwoodeutter’s shack. But this tlcimency Was SeoH |
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* seds sprang up here and there,’ . ! ' L
.was along about this time that 0. B, Castle, man

q he gangs.of Chinese sthat aumbered -as high as 2500 at-1 " §
time on the job, built his famous saloon, and “The Tunnel,” | |
s the place was known, was off to a flying start., #
WILD SCENES OF REVELRY, ;
The brief years of construction prior to the opening of the | *§

home

0 brought wild scenes of revelry to the saloon,
f Castle’s famous “Discovery.” :
According to Herbert Martin, native of the mountains, who
isited the place as a boy, The Tunnel made the Barbary
oast look “like a Sunday school picnic by comparison.”  Sin- §
ter tales of workmen waylaid for their wages still drift down, L :
ut lack verification. Women of the camp made repeated
Carrie Nation, armed with chairs and brooms, and

yrays-a la
leaned out thé barroom whenever the celebration therein- ap-

roached the riot stage.
Castle’s “Discovery,” a panacea for all mountain ills, was
lamed for much of the disturbance, which is explained in 1ts
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Scenes from Wright’s station when it
mountain metropolis. Above. (left), cre
Wrights-Glenwooed tunnel after :
the north portal in 1893; (center) ¢ ‘
at Wrights from the north portal after it was ebuil
concreted; (right) a busy day at the railroad station in

srmula: “Dilute one gallon of whisky (mountain dew) with
it at one sitting.”

wr tablespoons of water, and down
+

“JUMPER” SERVICE.
Stages picked up passengers at
he Tunnel from the South Pacific
sast railrcad, which ran 8
umper”’ service over & hair raising
ad to the Felton terminus, while

ie main tunnels were’ }c)e'mg com-=-
pleted, -adding to the'” diversified
population of the place.

George Colgrove, who later be-
came g conductor on the railroad,
operator of an early stage service
over the San Jose Turnpike, sold
out to-the railroad and drove stage
on the “jumper service” until the
line was completed. His partner was
Henry Ward, whose interest passed
to Chtis Coffin, a stage driver on
the Almaden run in later years.

with the opening of the railroad,
the scene changed somewhat, as
wWright's sttion, .is = it became
known, lost some of its wildness and
hegan its rapid development into
one of the leading towns of the
mountain region.

By 1882 the town consisted of a
gtore, hotel and saloon, and & black-~
smith shop. Judge S. P. Hall was the
1tore-keeper and postmaster;

Castle and improved the hotel, was
owner of the leading (and only)
hostelry, while a man named Wood-
ruff was the town blacksmith and
a very busy man. All was on the
east side of the bridge. -
WHOLE TOWN BURNS.

Then one Fourth of July, in 1885,

‘an overheated stove set fire to the

hotel and the whole town burned
to the ground. This was shortly
after A. J. Rich, a capitalist, had
acquired all the property in the vil-
lage, and it was A. J. Rich who re-
built it, this time on the west side
of the bridge.

Ralph Thompson erected & store
in a collection of shacks after carry-
ing on business for a while after
the fire, in a box-car parked on a
siding, and automatically became
postmaster, a job which went with
the store.

Ed. Cottle ran the hotel from
1886 until 1888, when Antone Malty
came. into the picture. Matty rented
from Hich until he.bought him out
entirely in 1896 to operate the hotel,
livery stable and saloon, The -title

has remained in the family until

season. :

Antone Matty, one of the towns

dents (upper) and F. H. Bre

most prominent r¢

mer, an active mem!

the present time, when it is owned
by Anna J. (Matty) Squire and
Alice F. Matty, alvhough ‘a longline
of hotel keepers have rented the es-
tablishment since.

The son of Francols and Teressa
(Colombet) Matty,  Antone Matby
was born'in 1840 in the Maritime
Alps of France. His mother was a
sister of the late Clemente Colom=
bet, a pioneer of the Santa Clara
valley.

Matty arrived at Mission San Jose
after crossing the plains with an
uncle whom he met in the east on
coming to America as &-boy of 12.
He remained with .another. uncle,
Clemente C
Warm Springs resort, until < 1855,
when he engaged in business in San
Francisco.

Hs was married in 1896 in, San
Jose to Miss Sarah Slomon, an Irish
girl, who died in November, 1903, a
few months after their son, Louis,
had perished tragically while fight-
ing forest fire n 3 'S
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Wright's rifle club, are also shown above, be51des a general

view of anhts in 1895,
Below, left, is'a view of

straight before the ’quake;

tember, 1889 ; center, what the earthquake of 1906 did to the
railroad bridge in anhts-——thls bridge was perfectly

Wrights as it.looked in Sep-

right, the store and hotel at

Wrights, 1906 to 1920, (Photos courtesy of Miss' Alace J

Matty, Wrights.)

e

;protest from the residents July 18,
1932, ’
M. A, Martin is the present post-
' master, last of & line that started
iwith Judge S.'P. Hall in 1883, Ralph
{ Thompson in 1887, James A. Squire
it 1893, John Garrity in 1900, and
iCn rles Squire ‘in 1906,
§/ An asthma suffered, Charles Hen-
§!ry Squire came to Wright's to clerk
€ in the store, then run by Ralph
i Thompson, in 1892, where he worked
f until his brother. purchased the
place  two months later., In 1901
James A. Squire sold the store to J.
i H. Garrity, and Charles Squire was
iplaced in charge until he bought out
L his employer in 1906. Ruined by tbe
tearthquake which struck only a few
days after he had bought the store,
Squire saved a few odds and ends
iirom the wreckage and started in
iagaln,
i He became postmaster in 1906, and
i held the office until 1923, when he
imoved away. He was married in
« Angeles tor Miss Enzabeth Mat-
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tern. He was a ftrustee of the now
defunct Wright. school district, ' -

CHAPTER VII.
WRIGHT'S STATION'

“WRIGHTS—A small village but
an important shipping point, the
depot for. the extensive fruit ‘grow-
ing sections of :the surrounding
mountains. About 3200 acres of
bearing trees and vincs are in the
vicinity.

“Wild game and deer are numer=
ous, and occasionally black bears (I)
are seen. : Quail are plentiful, and
trout are in every stream. . .. The
Hotel Jeffries is a prominent resort,
and the Summit hotel, kept by Mrs.
A, N. Nichols, another.” ;

This note from an pld county his-
tory published in 1893 gives an in-
teresting view of Wright's before its

hey-day had lly begun, -doubly
interesting in’3 erice to the black
bears, inasmuch as only grizzly

bears were ever found,in the Santa
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]gm'e the place' 1ts real impetus-and
put i¢ definitely om the maﬂ to re-
main. until prohi times
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was established by the Southern Pa-
cific- company late in the 90’s, and
within - a very short time was at-
tractir ; hordes of visitors on Sun-
days, ho‘xdays, and even week days.

As meany as four to five thousand

occasions during the period from
1900 to 1908, 1909 and 1910. The Na-
tive Sons, Foresters and other lodges
and organizations held annual out-
ings attended by delegations from
all over the state, rending the quiet
of the secluded village with their
merriment for days at a stretch.
Picnic tables, barbecue pits and

.| cabins furnished the camp, and their

remains today offer only a sorry
remnant of tattered glory that was
theirs for a brief space in .the

make.

Wright’s station and Sunset park
soon became “the” place to come for
picnic parties, week-end camps and
summer outings., The hotel did a
land-office business, cottages and
homes blossomed on the mountaine
side. . .

The railroag ran three s.nd often
four sections from Los Gatos and
Santa, Cruz both to accomodsate the
throng of visitors, while the stages
and later wheezing early-day auto-
mobiles taised @ huge pall of dust
cver the winding mountain roads.

But the story of other mountain
resorts and boom t{owns was the
story.of Wrights—came the antomo-
bile, the growth of the valley fruit
industry, of other mountain resorts,
and then as a.final blow, came pro-
hibition.

Not only did prohibition close the
saloon, but it wrecked the grape
industry, one of the principal means
of . support.-of many a mountain
family. The automobile ¢arried the
custoriary horde of visitors. to
hitherto more inaccessible points—to
Tahoe and Yosemite, to the coast

Sunset Park one of the naut fa~ “
mous of ba"fomia parks in its day, ’

people flocked to the village on some-

mountain history fthey helped to §

. With the decling of Wriah‘%. sh-
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gwmzed a.m *.rSJ hes \A,d by Joht
Utschig, president of the ALJ"[»
German colony in Austrian gulkh
himself at one time h
world'’s record for rifle !

'The range, of 200-
was.situated on a hil
schoolhouse,  where
place on the second
month, with 1r1pr<m=
menis at other times, "
devoted to target sho
rifles, and often saw on
masterpieces of gun crafts
equipped with all sorts of
from telescope sights {0
shoulder rests,

BLASSE RECORD HOLDE ‘H,
Holder of the 100-shos
W. F. Blasse, San
marksmanship instructor, who with
His brother, Martin, was & ﬁ'wu«m i
visitor at the range.

Another fameus character was W
G. Hoffman, San Franciseo. dias
mond setter whose hand was sodine,
it 1s recorded, that on ope occasion
he engraved the Lords
8 pin head. %

The old records, minutes of t:se
meetings and nev&s,apcr cliop
of the actr itles. of the club are now
in the hands of E
wag a popular member along with
his father; Jack Smith, Bob Borells
and others of the mountain reglog.
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Next Sunday: The railroad eomés)
to the mountains, the story of the/
South Pacifie Coast railroad, o
James Fair and Alired E. Davis,

railway; Wright's tannel, the seven-'.
day-wonder on which 2s many &g
2000 Chinese coolies were at work st

and to the interior valley.

otie time: and t"se ’FZJJJL of 180§.
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