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and gold™ filigree striping, with a cabin made of polished
walnut. Engineered to carry a load of more than 500 tons
on level track, the Jupiter was capable of reaching speeds of
up to 50 mph, though along the local line, speeds of 25 to
40 mph were the norm.

For the better part of six years, the Jupiter hauled
freight and passengers between Santa Cruz and Watson-
ville, becoming a beloved figure cutting across the county’s
largely rural landscape.

But the love affair was to be short-lived. The SCRR
was an cconomic failure. By 1881, it was sent into receiver-
ship, and, by 1883, it was over. Stanford’s Southern Pacific
monopoly scooped up the beleaguered SCRR, turning the
Santa Cruz and Watsonville line into a standard gauge rail.

An account in the Santa Cruz Surf documented the
bittersweet adieu.

“The Jupiter, by a long and loud whistle crossed the
trestle at the mouth of the (San Lorenzo River), Saturday
evening (Nov. 10, 1883), at 8:30 o'clock, and bade farewell
to the city to which it had been a daily visitor for the past
six years.”

The bigger, broader-gauge Southern Pacific, with a 31-
ton engine known only as No. 14, commenced rail opera-
tions the following day.

It was not, however, the end of the line for the Jupiter,
Not by a long shot.

In 1885, the engine was sold to the narrow-gauge Fer-
rocarril Guatemala Central Railroad, on which it ran until
1960 in the remote Ocos region along the Pacific Coast of
northwest Guatemala.
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Even then, the Jupiter's intrepid career was not over.

The owner of the Guatemala line, Roy Chalk, also
owned the Washington, D.C., Transit System, and, in 1965,
he brought the Jupiter to the John . Kennedy Playground
in the nation’s capital for young children to enjoy and
admire.

With the coming of the U.S. Bicentennial in 1976,
curators at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Ameri-
can History set their sights on the Jupiter for the museum’s
bicentennial celebration. It was of perfect vintage for the
exhibit and it was resplendently restored.

Then in November of 2003, the Jupiter became the
centerpiece of the Smithsonian’s “America on the Move
Exhibit,” with the communities of both Santa Cruz and
W
economic and social development — prominently featured.

In September, with the closing of the exhibit and a
long-planned renovation of the Smithsonian’s American his-
tory wing, the Jupiter received a well-deserved rest.

But don’t count the little engine out for long. By the
summer of 2008, when the Smithsonian’s National Museum
reopens its doors, the invincible Jupiter will resume its place
at center stage in our nation’s transportation history.
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