By WENDY TRYDE

place to write
about. | found one: the
Sayview Hotel in Aptos.
Wheq Ipulled up to the hotel, 1

i haunted“h_ouse
VOICES —butalove
= ly, large white
i : . Victorian with
ue trim and g itic magnolig
tree in front. R g

Sandy and her hushang Roland
bought the Bayview six months
ago at(’tjgr moving here from Salt

e City.

Since then, they have remodeled
the hotel with antiques from the
tl’zﬁ)ts when the Bgyview was

feeling

~ kitchen counter which face

The furnishings are exquisite:
Each room is elegant, yet offers a
of being at home. e

Roland Held was a bit skeptical
of the odd happenings in the hotel
until one evening in the kitchen.
He came up to thejr room on the
thirdﬂoor»and;told.hiswiféfthat -
the ghost had just waved at him.

He was standing at the end. ofa

door, eating a snack, A cupboard

. Dartially blocked his view of the

door. He saw a dish towel] rise up

into the air, as if it was wavingat |

The towel moved upand down
while it remained on the towel f
rack. Roland walked over tosee if -
ding around the

someone was hidi
‘corner. No one was there. He /
checked the door. Tt was closed.
There was no wind blowing inside
or outside that evening.

Another time, Roland turned an
antique clock off to reset the time.
The clock has a heavy pendulum,
which must be pushed manually
to restart. He set off to do some-
thing else, blanning to return later
to start the clock. When he came
back, the clock had started on its
own. :

- According to Sandy Held, the -

ghosts often play with the hotel’s
large-screen television set. On one
occasion, she was meeting with an
Insurance agent for about 45 min-
utes when the TV turned on by :

itself.
The

insurance agent asked Held

who had turned on the television? ;

-She told him as the
ghost. He quickly left,
-She said i

as the hotel’s

if any meeting goes on

beyond 45 minutes, the TV goes on.

The

television seems tobea

favorite with ithe ghosts. Once, Sandy
and Roland left the hotel to attenq an

auction. A block down the road, she

mbered that she needed to turn

ancy sign off. She went back

;’ and found the television on,

Another time, Kimberlee, a frieng
who works in the office, turned the

on

to a music station. The ghosts

changed the channel. Every time she
turned the channel back to the

music,

| before

the ghosts waited 10 minutes

changing it again.

They play the same game with

- Sandy:

Held. She said the ghosts are

| letting her know they are thereina |

| playful

manner.

- There is a large frameq picture
which hangs on the wall in the Ty
room. According to Held, the ghosts
love to tilt the Picture. She comes

Same way every time. :
The ghosts alsg enjoy playing with

the computers. Naomi, Held’s daugh-

ter, was helping in the office. When

; she turned off the computer, the
. ghosts would turn

, it on again. This
happened a few times. Naomi com. .
Plained that Someone kep; turning

the computer back on. Held told her-
it was just the ghosts.

Ghostly experiences are not-limit-
ed-to Held’s family. A close friend,
Lilly Wallace, was helping out one
day when she found that a bouquet of
fern leaves that had been sitting in a
vase in the hallway, _were now placed
side by side, in a row, down the

length of the ha]l. o

Gwen, who used to work at the
hotel, sometimes heard footsteps. She
would look up to see who was there
and would see o one. Once; as she
Passed the attic stairway she felt
Someone touch her shoulder, but she

was alone.

Guests of the hotel have alsq
Treported strange happenings. One
guest saw a woman and child in the

bathroom. Others haye heard singing

in the hallways, heard footsteps anq
smelled perfume. e
Ip room 14, on the third floor, smajj
objects would disappear only to be
found later in different locations,
According to Held, guests often ask
her if the hotel is haunteq. When she

' tells them about the ghosts, they love

__something ghostly.
* “The ghosts that reside in the hote]

ar‘t‘a friendly ang playful,‘ ” Held said.

-more like they just want you to know

they are here, saying fWe’;‘e; here!

We’re here!””

Experiences with the ghosts hap-
pen around people who are open to
them. According to Held, it's as if the
ghosts respect the non-believers and
leave them alone,

Oween would be a good time to
stay at the Bayview Hotel. But I
think any time would be a great time

- tostayatsucha beautiful Place,

ghosts or not.
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The Bayview Hotel has =
added stately elegance
to Aptos.since the
1870s. At right, owner
Sandy Held has run the
hotel with her husband,
Roland, since moving
from Salt Lake City. She
is sitting in a refurbished
guest room at the bed
and breakfast.
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