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The ebb and flow of traffic on Highway
1, shown Wednesday as it passes
through Capitola, has local residents,
commuters and officials grappling over
the idea of expanding the heavily
traveled freeway to three lanes in each
direction from Highway 17 to State Park

Drive or Larkin Valley Road.
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./ With the end of the major tourism season
Vnearing, anyone who's traveled through Aptos
and Capitola this summer is probably perturbed
by the almost daily gridlock on the Highway 1
stretch through the area.
That issue — the increasing amount of traf-

fic coming and going through Santa Cruz Coun.--

Ly — is making its way through various Pajaro
Valley organizations and clubs this week. The
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commissioners are circulating a survey to see
if south county leaders are in favor of widen-
ing Highway 1 though Santa Cruz.

Asletter and survey being circulated by San-
ta’Cruz County supervisors Tony Campos (Dis-
trict 4) and Ellen Pirie (District 2) is asking
business and so¢ial organizations to rate their
support for the widening project and asking
what is the best way to go about funding the
project.

See WIDENING, page 2

C:{ \.( a3

WIDENING

. From page 1

'-I‘hévletter states that the SC-

. .CRTC and county board of super-
: visors has placed the widening of
. Highway 1-as their top priority.
. “We haye always known that
this is a very high priority for

south county residents,” said Ede-
son Quintanilla, a county ana-

ampos. £We are now ask- -
ividuals  whether they

.would support a tax measure and

merce, the Watsonville Rotary
Club and the Santa Cruz County
Latino Chamber of Commerce,
among several other groups.

“We have supported the widen-
ing of Highway 1 for some time, but
we are waiting to see how the fi- )
nal tax measures are written to see '
if we are going to support the mea-
sure,” said David Bolick, president

“~and CEO of the PV Chamber . of -
Commerce. One of the things that -‘

how the measure Shoﬁld be struc-

 The survey is an attempt to gain . '_

cént over the next 30 years tp pay
for the estimated $300 million
project. : )

The current proposal would agd
a High Occupancy Vehicle lane in
each direction from Morrissey

.Boulevard to State Park Drive, and

one HOV lane southbound from

State Park Drive to Larkin Valley
““We have beexfassisting‘:‘t:he 1

| al years and are




