the nitty-grittiest as well as the most
sordid of people-problems in her 45 years
‘with the Salvation Army.

F‘rom flood victims to rape victims — from
those who have attempted suicide to the homeless
and ‘hungry — Major Galbraith has provided
spiritual and material comforts for them all.

She is retiring this week as commanding
officer of the local Salvation Army unit.

And she says she has never regretted her
lifetime commitment — one that took her all over
the United States and to Europe, as well.

The commitment is total — even harsh.

When you become an officer in the Salvation

. Army, you are expected to go wherever you are
sent, and cheerfully, too. And, because they are
“human, after all, not all of the organization’s
appointments are good ones.

~ But that’s army life.

Major Galbraith began her first association
with the Salvation Army Church (for it is an
established church) with the resolve to convert its
members to the Mormon faith. It happened in Ft.

 Myers, Florida, her home.

“When I was 13, she recalls, “I was a
member of Girl Guards — very much. like Girl
Scouts. One of the requirements was that we
attend Sunday School — any Sunday School — four
times.

“My mother was a Mormon — I didn’t go to
Sunday School because the Mormon Church didn’t
have one. So when I asked to go the Sunday School
at the Salvation Army Church, my folks didn’t
want me to go because the Mormons didn’t like
their members to go to other churches. Finally,
they ‘consented.

. ““At first, I though I'd convert all the Salvation
Arm?z people to the Mormon way of thinking!
B

ut, whiledl wres.teading the Hiblc, Sating ~ Galbraith played a major part in the disaster”

Fgges to convince the Salvation Army that the relief. Fifteen people died in the fire and the%w

Vlormons were right, the Lord told me to go the
other way.’
At 19, she joined the Salvation Army as a

eareer soldier and first was sent to Cumberland,

‘Maryland — a town set in a deep valley between
two railroad yards.

* The whole place was always covered with coal
dust and her fruitless efforts to keep clean, along
‘with having to drive hazardous mountain roads,
~made life difficult.

* When a flood swept through the valley, the
young soldier was swept into her first disaster

relief work — making potato soup because there

was no time to go out and buy other supplies..
Posts in other Florida towns followed and she

became an officer. She then was sent to teach ik

ALM AND SWEET AS SHE APPEARS,
Major Martha Galbraith has dealt with

neople her concern

~ remedial English, Salvation Army orders and
~ regulations and homiletics at the army’s officers’

training school in Atlanta, Georgia.

She remained there for 14 years — her lengest
stint in one place.

Major Galbraith served in the education de-
partment of the army's national headquarters in
New York next, writing young people’s books and
doing editing work

Then back to a post in North Palm Beach,
Florida, where she also was able to tend her ailing
mother.

Her parents died within a year of one anothet,
and Major Galbraith then realized she had no x:eal

_ties, no reasons to keep her in any particular |

of the world. During her early years she was gwem
a two-month enrichment program — she went to
the International College for Salvation Army

Officers in London, followed by a month’s tour of

Europe. d
After being commanding officer at Ft. m
Florida, she was sent in 1967 to San Fralw;m ~
where she worked at the army’s training college.
her next duty was perhaps the most glmy
the most glamorous of her career.

She became director of the army’s terri orial
travel bureau, writing airline tickets, meetmg tﬁe;

‘army’s V.I.P.s at the airport and accompan ing

them on tours around the area.

But strictly public relations type work didn’t
satisfy the little major — she wanted to mlms%er’
to people in need.

So, after three years in the travel job, she was
assxgned to the San Francisco Mission Corps in the
Mission District.

She found the district an ethnic mix and found
a lot of satisfaction in working with the :
there —especially the many Nicaraguans, Mw‘
she says entered into the life of the church thh /
great zest. sl

During that time, there was a dxsastrous fire m
one of the run-down hotels in the area. Ma}dr\

hotel residents were taken to a nearby school.

““One man was inconsolable,” she recalls. “He ;
came in, weeping and hysterical, carrying a
portable television set. ;

“I couldn’t comfort him — he had plcked up
the television and when he got out of the hotel he
realized he hadn’t brought his wife out. She dmﬁin
the fire.”

' After serving there six years, Major Galbm:th,
in 1977 received her appointment as comman,ding
officer of the Santa Cruz unit.

“I used to come here on my vacations,”” she
says, f‘and Ive always loved Santa Cruz and Mt.
Hermon.” :
She oomigew lwr two maJor acee
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At right, Major Martha Galbraith in her
early career with the Salvation Army,
doing one of the many radio broad-
casts connected with her work. At left,
0 the staff of the army’s officers’
training school in Atlanta, Georgia, she
was pictured giving a trainee some
‘materials. Below right, Major Galbraith
talks about her 45 years with the
“organization and her upcoming refire-




