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SEASIDE LANDMARK

Another chance for
historic La Bahia

.

Santa Cruz Seas‘ide Co. officials submit new plans for hotel project
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La Bahia's iconic bell tower Is seen through a vacant space behind the building at the comer of First and Main streets. - _
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SANTA CRUZ — Santa Cruz Seaside Co.
representatives have submitted new plans
for remaking the landmark La Bahia apart-
ment building into a four-star 165-room hotel
— one designed to fit within existing zoning
and retain much more of the historic seaside
structure than earlier proposals.

Persistent opposition by organized labor,
historic preservationists and neighbors
contributed to a bruising defeat before the
California Coastal Commission in 2011. That
iteration of the project was doomed by insuf-
ficient historic preservation and height that
exceeded regulations.

The revised Beach Street proposal, shep-
herded by Santa Cruz property consultant

Craig French, calls for saving an iconic bell

tower and restoring the entire east side
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A rendering of a view of the iconic La Bahia Hotel bell tower and Monterey Bay
from a guest room above the pool deck in the proposed hotel project.
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The La Bahia Hotel, as seen in this

conference space in a new building to the left.

LA BAHIA

Continued from A1

of the 1926 Spanish Colonial
structure. The remainder
of the withering property,
neglected for years as demo-
lition plans awaited approv-
al, would be torn down and
reconstructed to include a
restaurant and conference
center abdve retail shops
overlooking Monterey Bay.

Mayor Hilary Bryant said
she is pleased the Seaside
Co. is taking another shot.
She said a high-quality hotel
at the site would connect the
Beach Boardwalk and Main
Beach areas to the ongo-
ing revitalization near the
Municipal Wharf, where new
businesses and the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanc-
tuary center are located near
renovated hotels.

“This is a prime piece
of real estate right in the
heart of the beach and tour-
ist area,” Bryant said. “As
a tourist coming to Santa
Cruz, looking at what is cur-
rently there doesn’t send the
message we want to send.”

According to plans shared
with the Sentinel on Fri-
day, the 198,000-square-
foot hotel would contain 32
percent more rooms than
the 2011 project. All will be
guest rooms, as opposed to
the 2011 project, which was
designed as a condo-hotel
featuring eye-popping suites
at the top designed to facili-
tate financing.

French, a former Redtree
Properties executive who
opened his own firm last
year, said early estimates

ut costs at $40 million to
§50 million, higher than the
$28 million for the 2011 proj-
ect. He is seeking investors
who may be interested in
operating the hotel, which
could take up to two years
to build. :

Eighty percent of the
rooms will have full or par-
tial ocean views, with some of
the most expensive offering
large private decks and views
of the sleek pool. Near the
grand lobby, there are plans
to replicate internal court-
yards featured in the original
building, which is listed on
the city’s list of historic sites.
Parking will be contained
onsite underground.

THE ROAD AHEAD

Like any high-profile proj-
éct, the hotel faceqa number
of hurdles. ;

The view of the proposed La Bahia Hotel from the Santa Cruz Municipal Wharf.

The city must approve a
new environmental impact
report and make findings
consistent with its own
coastal plans and historic
regulations. Zoning entitle-
ments, coastal permits and
design and development
permits will be scrutinized
by the city’s Historic Pres-
ervation and Planning com-
missions before coming to
the City Council for consid-
eration.

If approved by the council,
the project would only reach
the Coastal Commission if
appealed.

Planning Director Juliana
Rebagliati said her office is
just beginning to evaluate
the plans, but she said she
anticipates a simpler process
than before because the new
project appears to fall within
a 43-foot maximum height
outlined in zoning regula-
tions. Also, she said some
environmental analysis can
be borrowed from the previ-
ous project.

Built on a slope rising
to its highest point at the
northwest corner of Main
and First streets, the hotel
will stand three to four floors
high in the back. The 2011
plans exceeded height limits

rendering of the front elevation,
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would save the historic bell tower and accompanying structure to the right and offer retail Space over, and restaurant and

First Street resident who
led the lawsuit, said Friday
he had not yet seen the new
plans.

Former Santa Cruz
County Supervisor Mark
Stone — who left the com-
mission and is now in the
state Assembly — was
among the commissioners
who voted no in 2011. Like
others, he expressed con-
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hotel in the beach area,” he
said. “We know the Santa
Cruz community supports
our effort and we look for-
ward to delivering a hotel

cerns about the precedent-
setting special zoning and
lacking provisions for savy-

ing historic resources.
“I'think

aproject like this

the entire community can can be done in the frame-

be proud of” work that exists,” Stone
said at the time.
TORTU RED_ HISTORY
he mi.:t?ority of citizens Follow Sentinel reporter J.M.
who testified for more than  Brown on Twitter at Twitter.comy/
two hOUI'§ be_fore the Coast- Jmbrownreports )
Commission in 2011 sup-

ported the plans, saying
economic investment on a

blighted property was des-

by 1.5 stories, and the state
commission denied a local
plan amendment request to
create what crities dubbed
“spot zoning,” ‘

“There were a lot of les-
sons learned, and it seemed
prudent to take the lessons
learned and continue plow-
ing the row,” French said of
the previous project’s failure.
“If they had abandoned it at
that time, it would have been
unfortunate.”

Seaside Co., which owns
La Bahia and the Boardwalk,
was in a long partnership
with Barry Swenson Builder
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Craig French talks over the revised renderings of La Bahia on
Friday afternoon.

perately needed. But labor
groups fought the proj-
ect because Swenson was
unwilling to use all union
workers.

Neighbors who were

to revamp the building. The
developer is not involved in
the new plans. - upset about blocked views

Jesse Nickell, Swenson’s sued the city unsuccess-
former pointman for La fully over its environmen-
Bahia, couldn’t be reached ta] review. Don Webber a
for comment late Friday , :
but had said previously that
efforts to continue working
with Seaside Co. were unsuc-
cessful.

Kris Reyes, a spokesman
for Seaside Co., said the
company didn’t want to give
up after the Coastal Com-
mission defeat.

“We never wavered in our
commitment to a world-class




