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END-OF-LIFE CARE

Hospice plans South County expansion

New center expected to open in early March at Watsonville Co
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WATSONVILLE «+*Hos-
pice of Santa Cruz County
plans to open a center in
Watsonville in early March,
and is seeking funding to
offset costs. -

The expansion aims to
meet the need for end-of-life
care in South County, home
to nearly a third of the Scotts
Valley-based nonprofit’s
patients.

The center, located on the
campus of Watsonville Com-
munity Hospital, will serve as
a base for a team of nurses,
physicians, social workers,
hospice aides, chaplains,
clinical team leaders and vol-
unteers to provide in-home

and facility-based care. Grief

support services for adults,
teens and children also will be
offered, as well as transitional
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careforthosenotreadyoreli- A team of nurses, physicians, social workers, hospice aides, chaplains, clinical team leaders

gible for hospice care. and volunteers will be based at the new Watsonville office of Hospice of Santa Cruz County to
Michael Milward, chief provide in-home and facility-based care and grief support.

executive officer, said the
expansion is “a natural pro-
gression of our growing ser-
vices. It provides an oppor-
tunity to be more visibly
present in our community
and to really be nelghbors
with those we serve:

Pajaro Valley resident
Diane Porter Cooley said
though Hospice has been
serving South County resi-
dents, having the organiza-
tion be more part of the com-
munity is important during a
“very tenuous time of life.”

ongoing with naming oppor- |

tunities available.
Cathy Conway, director of

community services, saidthe

center is ready to go as soon
as the nonprofit receives the
final approval from federal
and state officials, who over-
see end-of-life care.

Since its founding in 1978,
Hospice has cared for more
than 14,000 people facing
serious illness and theu'
families.

“To feel the support of taining thing we have and equally,” she said. Follow Sentinel reporter Donna
your fnends, relatives and that we can offer, and we The center will cost Jones on Twitter at Twitter.com/
community is the last sus- should offer it everyone $600,000,and fundraisingis DonnaJonesscs




