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And although he would only say
he and Bariteau have an option to
buy the old Pacific Western Build-
ing. across the street, the Sentinel
learned Thursday that the deal is
actually in escrow.

Bookshop Santa Cruz owner and
Vision Santa Cruz member Neal
Coonerty defended the city Thurs-
day, saying, “From Oct. 17 on, the
city’s done a tremendous job.”

Coonerty said the city has
reached out to business owners “in
every way.”

Coonerty said he is optimistic,
saying he plans to double the size
of his bookstore when his building
is ready. Coonerty does not own
that building.

He believes more is going on
than meets the eye. “There are
many stories out there — owners
talking with attorneys and with
banks — we just don’t know all of
them,” Coonerty said.

One of those stories involves the
Trust Building, the historic red-
brick structure at the corner of Pa-
cific and Soguel avenues.

Property manager Ruben Fuen-
tes said Thursday that engineering
studies are under way to deter-
mine if the building can be saved.

“We want to save it,” he said.

But the teetering brick walls are
posing a bigger-than-expected
problem, he said.

Downtown businessman Rod

Quartararo said the city has been
too distracted with the residential-
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Prilliman agreed. ‘“The first six
months of Vision Santa Cruz were
concerned with housing. You don’t
rebuild retailing by talking about
housing.”
He also charged that the city,
and now Vision Santa Cruz, is do-
ing too much talking about social
problems downtown. ‘‘John Laird’s
group did a wonderful job a year
or so ago, they defined all the prob-
lems. What we need now is imple-
ment a plan,” Prilliman said.
There are a number of options,
- ranging from stricter sentences for
chronic drunks to leasing the
downtown to the merchants so
trespassing laws can be enforced.
“If the council would just make
the statement ‘We’re going to do
whatever it takes to solve the prob-
lem,” you’d have people lining up
to do their developments.”



